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Presidential candidate Barack Obama shakes hands with supporters at a Super Tuesday celebration at the Hyatt 
Regency Chicago, 151 E. Wacker Drive. Although Sen. Obama won in his home state of Illinois, the results of the 
overall primary election, which was held in 22 states, were too close for a Democratic front runner to be declared. For more photos of Super Tuesday, visit 
ColumbiaChronicle.com.
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Of Mutts and Men, an indoor park for 
dogs and their owners on Belmont 
Avenue, offers a myriad of activities for 
the purposes of entertaining, obedience 
training or just hanging out. One of Chi-
cago’s quirkiest home-spun businesses, 
the park can be found in the Roscoe Vil-
lage neighborhood. 
by tim Bearden
Assistant City Beat Editor
COluMBia is known for its reputation of 
having classes taught by working profes-
sionals, but too many adjunct, or part-time, 
faculty may not be in the student’s best 
interest.  
Studies have found that unbalanced fac-
ulty ratios and graduation rates tend to cor-
relate, but Columbia officials disagree.
In one major study, the New York State 
Commission on Higher Learning said the 
over-reliance of adjuncts could possibly be 
harmful to a student’s education. 
The report on higher education criticized 
New York’s state and city universities’ 
hiring practices and said the systems need 
to hire more full-time faculty to ease the 
reliance on the adjuncts. 
“Campuses have hired more part-time, 
less expensive adjunct faculty. Failure to 
invest in a strong base of full-time faculty 
poses the single greatest threat to academic 
quality,” the report by the New York State 
Commission on Higher Education said.  
However, New York’s state and city uni-
versities aren’t the only institutions with 
problems of oversaturation of adjuncts. 
Columbia’s adjunct faculty outnumber 
the college’s full-time faculty by a ratio of 
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ChiCagO has a rich confectionary his-
tory. In recent years the industry has 
seen some setbacks, but confectioners 
continue to thrive in the Chicago area. 
One such factory is the Jelly Belly manu-
facturing plant in North Chicago, which 
produces thousands of pounds of jelly 
beans and other candies every day.
Adjunct, full-time faculty ratios lopsided
greater number of adjuncts 
indirectly affects student 
retention, officials say
FRONT AND SENATOR
Louise Love, vice president for Academic Affairs, listens to members of the Student government Associa-
tion on the topic of accreditation on Feb 5.
Tim Hunt THE CHRONICLE
lOvE it or hate it, Valentine’s Day is just 
around the corner. But instead of over-
done, expensive nights on the town for 
couples or the melancholy night with 
Ben and Jerry’s for the unattached, The 
Chronicle has a few ideas to get every-
one out of the house for an enjoyable 
holiday. 
nearly 4-to-1 as of December. 
According to Patricia Olalde, director of 
Human Resources, Columbia currently has 
1,243 adjunct faculty members to 327 full-
time professors.
Other institutions, such as DePaul Uni-
versity, have more adjunct faculty members 
than full-time, but the gap between the two 
is less. According to Judah Viola, research 
associate at the Office of Institutional Plan-
ning and Research, DePaul has 924 adjunct 
faculty members and 870 full-time, which 
is about a 1-to-1 ratio.  
Columbia began its re-accreditation 
process this year and one of the things the 
Higher Learning Commission, the entity 
that evaluates schools nationwide, looks at 
is the quality of teaching, according to John 
Taylor, director of the Program to Evaluate 
Advance Quality. He is also the commis-
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by Amanda Maurer
Editor-in-Chief
Lately, it seems the awful weather has 
brought out the best in people.
It’s phenomenal. It’s dismal outside and 
I’ve seen so many random acts of kindness 
in the past few days. Maybe it’s a coinci-
dence; maybe it’s because Valentine’s Day 
is this week; or maybe it’s because a little 
bit of holiday cheer is still lingering. But no 
matter what the true cause is, I like it.
It first started on my way home from 
work two Fridays ago.
I usually put in many hours on Friday at 
the paper, and after an 18.5 hour day, I left 
the office around 2:30 a.m.
To be safe, I always take a cab back to my 
apartment after these long nights. Hon-
estly,  it’s also because I’d rather be home in 
10 minutes than wait for a bus.  Cab drivers 
are always courteous, but on this night, the 
cab driver made an impression on me.
After I told him my destination,  he offered 
several possible routes, carefully detailing 
how some would be longer than others. I 
assured him that his original instinct was 
the best, and I almost had to convince him 
that I knew it was the most efficient way 
home.  He quite plainly said he didn’t want 
me to think he would cheat me.
Apparently he had awful luck with tour-
ists earlier in the week. Not familiar with 
the city, they automatically accused him of 
cheating them when he came to a one-way 
street and had to make a right-to-go-left-
type maneuver.
The cab driver was so unsettled by it and 
wondered why they thought he would do 
that. He said he believes he is the host, and 
the moment you step into his cab, you are 
his guest.
His honesty and kindness really impacted 
me.  Some people really do care.
Oddly, my next experiences with human 
kindness came only hours later.
I had planned to go to the suburbs with a 
friend, and decided to meet her at her place 
so we could drive up together. The only 
problem was that her car was stuck in its 
alley parking spot covered in snow. It was 
obvious we wouldn’t be leaving on time.
However, that quickly changed when my 
friend’s boyfriend came over to help. Clad in 
his PJs, he furiously dug out a path so “Baby 
Saturn” could reverse into the alley.                 
   Once his hands were numb, he left and 
we were confident that we could drive out. 
Wrong. After going a foot in reverse, Baby 
Saturn was impossibly stuck in another 
deep patch of snow.
We continued to dig when the craziest 
thing happened.  A neighbor came over and 
helped.  He dug, and after a while, he helped 
push the car into the alley.  We were finally 
free. 
Or so we thought.
The alley was still deep with snow, and 
only a few yards before we came to the 
street, we were stuck again. We thought it 
was awful timing especially because now 
someone was driving in toward us. We got 
out of the car and apologized, explaining 
that we had gotten stuck.
I had expected the young woman to 
impatiently watch us from the comfort of 
her Audi. Instead, she happily popped out 
of her car and offered to help us push Baby 
Saturn.
I couldn’t believe it. Here it was, 20-de-
grees with a foot or more of snow, and 
people everywhere were ready to help—
without having to ask.
Maybe I was so shocked because there’s a 
mentality that you’re on your own in Chi-
cago; that the most courteous thing that 
may happen in your day is someone will let 
you in when you’re trying to merge.
But to all the kind people in Chicago, 
thank you. Keep it up, because you never 
know when someone will really need it. 
And it’s always appreciated.
So this week, when Valentine’s Day 
arrives, I wish we all won’t be inclined to 
limit our love to our sweethearts. But maybe 
for once it’ll inspire all of us to extend that 
kindness to other people in our lives, too.
amaurer@chroniclemail.com
CAMPUS POLL: How do you feel about the number of part-time teachers at Columbia?
“it could be a good and a bad thing, but 
i think that it is not good at all.”
Andre Robinson
Freshman
Acting
“That is what Columbia is all about. it’s 
a huge benefit and it is one of the reasons 
i came to the school.”
Salvador Stimatti
Sophomore
Advertising Art Direction
“This is the first time i heard about 
this, but i think that they should still get 
benefits because they do still teach at 
Columbia. ”
Lisa Khoshaba
Junior
Journalism
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Chicago’s sweethearts
Please recycle!
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Columbia instruCtors are exchanging 
textbooks for boxing gloves in preparation 
for February’s Cinema Slapdown.
On Feb. 14, Columbia’s Film and Video 
Department, along with Critical Encoun-
ters, is hosting a screening of the movie 
Super Fly, Gordon Parks Jr.’s 1972 film, as 
this month’s Cinema Slapdown Round 8. 
The screenings and debates have also been 
asked to perform in Los Angeles prior to the 
Academy Awards and in New York.
by miles maftean
Assistant Campus News Editor
Super Fly touches on many subjects, 
including whether the movie celebrates 
black independence or elevates the Ameri-
can pimp. The movie is about a drug dealer, 
Youngblood Priest, who is trying to quit the 
underworld drug business. Some say Super 
Fly will bring much to discuss as it uses 
many themes and stereotypes that conjure 
a number of opinions and viewpoints by 
the viewer that will be addressed during 
the debate.
“Super Fly should be a wonderful movie 
for debate because it was very controversial 
when it came out, and it has not seemed to 
fade away,” said Ron Falzone, founder and 
referee of Cinema Slapdown.
Falzone said it was controversial for two 
reasons.  First, the main character in the 
Campus News
Columbia in 10 seconds ... or less
movie is black. Second, critics said the movie 
celebrated the American pimp.
“I’m anticipating a very good night,” Fal-
zone said.
During Cinema Slapdown, a screening 
of a movie is shown and then two featured 
debaters verbally spar with one another in 
response to questions asked by the audi-
ence about specific scenes in the movie. 
The audience will play a pivotal role in 
the match, reacting either negatively or 
positively to the answers of the two faculty 
members.
In the past, big names have been a part of 
this monthly event at Columbia, including 
the Chicago Tribune’s film critic Michael 
Phillips.
Debaters for the 8th round of Cinema Slap-
down are faculty members Vaun Monroe of 
the Film and Video Department and George 
Bailey of the English Department.
“I think the night will be very exciting,” 
Monroe said. “[Bailey] will definitely be able 
to compete.”
Bailey plans to speak out against the 
movie’s messages, like Priest being the 
embodiment of an ugly stereotype, one that 
students Can participate in this inter-
active contest that challenges students’ 
sexual knowledge on Feb. 14 at 6:30 p.m. in 
The Court in the Residence Center, 731 S. 
Plymouth Court. Students in attendance 
will be entered to win a free iPod.
the winter exhibition in the ongoing 
series that showcases artwork of Colum-
bia students, faculty and staff is now 
open in the third floor of the library in 
the South Campus Building, 624 S. Michi-
gan Ave.
anyone who needs help filling out their 
FAFSA forms for the 2008-2009 academic 
year can attend this Feb. 12 workshop 
event from noon to 12:45 p.m. in the 
Wabash Campus Building, 623 S. Wabash 
Ave.,  room 311.
the blaCk Student Union and Columbia 
faculty members will hold a discussion on 
the subject of stereotypes on Feb. 12 from 
1 p.m. to 3 p.m. in the Ferguson Lecture 
Hall in the Alexandroff Campus Center, 
600 S. Michigan Ave.
‘sexual Jeopardy’ to be held 
on Feb. 14 
‘art of the library’ winter 
exhibit now open
Free workshop to help 
students fill out FaFsa forms
bsu to hold new entry in its 
‘speak the truth’ series
 glorifies living life as a pimp.
Recently, Cinema Slapdown has been 
taken to the next level—on a national scale, 
Falzone said. 
“This is taking off in ways that I could 
never imagine,” he said. As the referee, 
Falzone decides what questions to ask the 
debaters, and challenges them to rethink 
their own answers.
“I need to be the devil’s advocate,” Fal-
zone said. “I’m not only supposed to get the 
questions out, but I have to ask questions 
that really bring out the audience.”
Falzone knows the debate will be a great 
time for everyone, with the faculty mem-
bers truly bringing their wits to the bout.
“Both [Bailey] and [Monroe] are very 
bright,” Falzone said. “They are fast on their 
feet and it will be quite a match.”
Cinema Slapdown: Round 8 will take place 
on Feb. 14 in the Film Row Cinema in the 1104 
Center, 1104 S. Wabash Ave., at 7 p.m. on the 
8th floor. The event is free and open to the 
public.
mmaftean@chroniclemail.com
Movie debate sparks 
national interest
‘super Fly’ is this month’s 
selection for Cinema slapdown, 
a film discussion
(Above) A member of Chicago-based AquaMoon and 
the Crew answers questions at the 3rd Annual Women 
in Hip Hop event. Other performers included Miami-
based Soulflower. The event was moderated by Jane M. 
Saks, executive director of the Institute for the Study of 
Women and Gender in the Arts and Media, and Stephanie 
Shonekan, director of the Black World Studies Program 
at Columbia.
(Left) Detroit-based rapper Invincible, originally from 
Israel, was one of the headliners at the event, presented 
by the Institute for the Study of Women and Gender in 
the Arts and Media, Feb. 7 at the Conaway Center in the 
1104 Center, 1104 S. Wabash Ave.
Feature Photos - Female activists and 
rappers gathered at Columbia at the 3rd 
annual ‘Women in Hip-Hop.’
Rachael Strecher THE CHRONICLE
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Student-teacher relationships 
suffer if the instructor is part-
time, studies say
-sion’s liaison to Columbia. The college is 
located in the North Central Association 
territory for re-accreditation. 
According to Taylor, proportions of faculty 
don’t make a difference, but how they teach 
their subject matter does. 
“We don’t necessarily say you have to 
have X amount of full-time as opposed to X 
amount adjuncts,” he said. “It’s not a num-
bers game, but the quality of instruction.”
However, studies have shown that skewed 
faculty ratios can result in a lowered gradu-
ation rate. 
Ronald Ehrenberg, director of the Cornell 
Higher Education Research Institute, con-
ducted a study concerning the relationship 
between graduation rates and part-time 
faculty members in 2005. He believes there 
is a correlation between the two. 
“Increasing the share of part-time faculty 
or the share of full-time, non-tenure track 
faculty is associated with lower graduation 
rates,” he said. 
Dan Jacoby, acting assistant vice chair for 
Institutional Research Department in the 
Interdisciplinary Arts & Sciences Depart-
ment at the University of Washington 
Bothell, did a similar study with commu-
nity colleges. 
He found that the schools with an 80 to 
20 percent adjunct to full-time faculty ratio 
also had a lower graduation rate. 
 
According to Anne Foley, vice president for 
Research and Planning, the relationship 
between graduation rates and number of 
adjuncts at Columbia doesn’t appear to be 
an issue. 
“The college’s retention and graduation 
rates have been steadily climbing over the 
past 10 years, and particularly over the past 
five years,” she said. “They’re not exactly 
where we would like them to be, which is 
the case with most colleges, and we’re still 
working at it.”
Foley said she has found no direct corre-
lation between,  part-time faculty members 
and the colleges retention rates.
Some students are beginning to see 
some problems with an abundance of part-
time faculty and others can’t remember a 
time when they were taught by a full-time 
professor. 
Rachel Stapinski, journalism major and 
senator at-large for the Student Govern-
ment Association, said all she has known 
are adjunct faculty members. 
“I cannot recall a single full-time faculty 
member in any of the classes I’ve taken,” 
she said.
Louise Love, the vice president of Aca-
demic Affairs, said it’s “not good” if a stu-
dent has never seen a full-time faculty 
member in his or her time at Columbia. 
Another problem with part-time fac-
ulty seems to be the lack of time outside of 
class they can allot for students. Kelli Van 
Antwerp, commuter senator for Columbia’s 
SGA, said she had problems speaking with 
professors during their office hours. 
“A lot of the professors’ office hours will 
be the hour right before class or right after 
class,” she said. 
Ron Walcosz, adjunct professor in the 
Science and Math Department, said that 
he leaves his conversations with students 
open through e-mail. 
“I also am a tutor at [Columbia],” he said. 
“I’m here 20 hours a week which is a lot 
of time. I don’t think [having more office 
hours] would really help though. E-mail 
seems to work pretty well.”
Walcosz also said that adjuncts are some-
what temporary and their contracts are 
renewed each semester.
“In a way you’re perpetually employed,” 
he said. “I’m doing OK now, but that could 
change.” He added since adjunct contracts 
are renewed each semester, there could be 
a lack of continuity. 
“A teacher who’s there one semester may 
not be there another semester,” he said. 
 Adjuncts get paid per credit hour, 
making them less expensive to the insti-
tution. 
Columbia’s adjunct pay scale, found at 
PFac.org, Columbia’s Part-Time Faculty 
Association’s website, starts at $3,435 per 
three credit hour course, up to 21 credit hours 
accumulated, in the ’07 to ’08 schoolyear. A 
faculty member who has accumulated 140 
credit hours makes $4,510 per credit hour. 
The pay is distributed based on how many 
hours an instructor has accumulated. 
According to Pete Insley, the treasurer 
“ Increasing the share of part-time faculty or the share of full-time ... is associated with lower graduation rates.”
—Ronald Ehrenberg, Cornell Higher Education
for P-Fac, the maximum hours an adjunct 
can teach per year is 18, which is the same 
amount of hours a full-time professor 
teaches. 
If a new part-time faculty member teach-
es the maximum number of courses, he 
or she would make about $21,000 per year 
with no benefits.  
That salary and lack of benefits may not 
provide a sufficient means of income, so 
some faculty members, who aren’t already 
working professionals, are forced to look for 
jobs elsewhere.  
Miles Vance, art and design senator to the 
SGA, said the struggle to make ends meet is 
a burden on many part-time faculty mem-
bers. 
“I think it’s outrageous we have so many 
part-time faculty members,” he said. “To 
be a professional and have a part-time job 
or numerous part-time jobs at other insti-
tutions [is] a real burden on some of my 
teachers. I’ve actually seen it.”
Walcosz teaches at one other college, and 
said that it can be a burden, but can some-
times be refreshing.
“Teaching at other colleges is like work-
ing with different cultures,” he said. “It’s 
refreshing in a way. Also, I really have to 
listen to the students and their needs.”
Walcosz has taught Human Evolution at 
Columbia for about four years. 
Although studies say there are problems 
with too many adjuncts, Love believes that 
having part-time faculty is an attractive 
quality to the college. 
“Part of the philosophy at Columbia has 
to do with having working professionals as 
teachers,” Love said. 
tbearden@chroniclemail.com
 
 
C o n c e r t  H a l l  E v e n t s
 
 
 
 
Tuesday February 12 
Student Concert Series 
7:00 PM 
 
Wednesday February 13   
Fernando Jones Panel 
Discussion: The Music Biz 
7:00 PM 
 
Thursday February 14 
Corky Siegel and The Chamber 
Blues with Marcy Levy in Concert 
12:00 PM 
 
Friday February 15   
Jazz Gallery in The Lobby 
12:00 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All events are free.  For more info: 312/344-6300 
 
 
 
The Music Center of Columbia College Chicago 
1014 S. Michigan at 11th St. 
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In a world where most musicians do not 
write their own songs anymore, it is rare 
to find the words dancer, songwriter and 
singer on one artist’s resume. It is even 
rarer to also have a major distribution 
deal under one’s belt by age 21. For one 
student at Columbia, rarity is a trait that 
he not only embraces, but takes to another 
level.
Obed Brown, a senior television major, 
recently signed a major international dis-
tribution deal with IAmMusicOnline.com 
and is promoting his music by playing 
local clubs and colleges around the Loop.
The distribution deal, which was inked 
in December 2007, will upload Brown’s 
music for purchase on major online music 
stores such as iTunes and Amazon.com. 
Brown hopes that people will listen 
to the music and receive the message of 
equality he conveys. His provocative look 
and style sets him apart from many other 
musicians, Brown said.
“My goal is not to branch out to one par-
ticular group,” Brown said. “So, if I could 
make a song for both a gay and religious 
audience, my ultimate goal is achieved.”
Brown grew up in a very religious, con-
servative area in St. Louis very different 
than his current persona, he said.  He dabs 
on make-up, dances provocatively, takes 
on feminine characteristics and expresses 
a personality completely different from 
that of a mainstream, male black singer. 
He cannot fit in one genre of music because 
he is not always accepted and people do 
not understand his music, he said. 
Brown realizes the hardships that will 
come when he shows listeners his indi-
viduality, but he feels that he should be 
true to himself and be a light to others 
who feel the same way.
 Apart from his personality, Brown gets 
extra attention, whether it is good or bad, 
because of his ethnicity and background.
“It was very difficult growing up in a 
suburban school and to be of mixed heri-
tage,” Brown said. Brown is both black and 
Native-American.
Around the age of 15, Brown was noticed 
at a music industry convention when 
Antoine Macon, a writer whose collabo-
ration with Nelly won him a Grammy, 
noticed Brown’s potential during one of 
his performances. 
Shortly after, Macon began working 
with Brown by giving him intense vocal 
training. 
Though the partnership fell through, 
Brown and Macon’s relationship made 
Brown realize that he wanted to take his 
music more seriously and become a pro-
fessional musician.  A couple of years after 
the convention, Brown decided to attend 
Columbia.
“I told my mother that I would not go to 
school anywhere other than a performing 
arts school,” Brown said.
Over the past couple of years at Colum-
bia, Brown has mentioned that he has 
tuned his musical abilities to perform at 
an optimum level. 
Brown, who sings a mixture of pop and 
hip-hop that branches into other genres, 
commented on how the focus of his musi-
cal message is to stay true to himself and 
be a light for others that do not have a say 
in society.
“Anyone in society that is a male and 
an African-American performer can be 
labeled as either conservative or hip-hop,” 
Brown said.
His message is rooted in his lyrical and 
visual expression. All of Brown’s work is 
original, and he writes songs when he 
feels inspired. 
Brown believes that the content of each 
song shows the originality and drive in 
his voice through the various tones and 
octaves he uses while singing.
“We are bringing out a style through 
Brown that has not been there and it’s 
changing history,” said Tameka Lenior, 
Brown’s manager. “Staying original is 
really what makes history.”
According to Lenior, Brown is staring 
his career in the right direction and his 
all-are-welcome approach to his music 
has been received with good nature. 
Apart from his musical career, Brown is 
now branching into music management 
with his new music company, Powerhouse 
Company. Brown hopes that one day he 
can reach out to other artists that he feels 
carry the same message.
“Hopefully it will get to the point where 
I can bring someone in and tell them what 
to do and not to do from my experiences,” 
Brown added. 
As Brown tours around the city, one 
major stop will be Columbia’s “Big Mouth” 
event on Feb. 14. The event showcases 
many talented acts and Brown will per-
form a number of his songs. 
Brown beats musical, social boundaries
by Miles Maftean
Assistant Campus News Editor
SEE BROWn x , PG. 10
Obed Brown, the aspiring singer and songwriter, 
stands outside of the 33 E. Congress Parkway 
Building. He now has a major distribution deal.
Tim Hunt The CHRONICLE
Columbia student manages, 
makes his own music
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When I was growing up, it seemed more 
than normal that there were simply certain 
combinations that always went together. 
There was the infamous “peanut butter 
and jelly” as well as the Brady Bunch-
endorsed combination of “pork chops and 
applesauce.” Then, as the years passed, the 
known combinations turned to less enjoy-
able ones like “bread and water” and the 
one which so many minorities are forced to 
embrace in the best means possible—“race 
and poverty.” 
It’s more than a shame that such an 
unpalatable combination as “race and pov-
erty” is a common phrase and situation that 
more than 170 million minority Americans 
are forced to endure on a daily basis. 
The facts are that in the U.S., minorities 
are more likely to be on unemployment, 
government assistance, the nightly news 
for having committed a crime and death 
row, than their European-American coun-
terparts: all facts that warrant asking the 
question of “why?”
My younger brother was 
recently diagnosed with the 
mental condition manic 
depression. However, this 
conclusion was only reached 
after he was arrested for a 
domestic issue that embodied 
an adulthood of pain that is a direct result 
of the notorious combination of “race and 
poverty.” You see, my younger brother is a 
24-year-old black male who didn’t attain 
a college degree, and is now forced to fi nd 
economic opportunity in places where they 
simply don’t exist. 
The reality of the morbid combination 
that is “race and poverty” is that it’s a 
system, which is cultivated by the fascist 
capitalistic democratic system which has 
become the international template and 
road map for the world.  It’s a system which 
covertly propagates socioeconomic segre-
gation on the basis of race and ethnicity—of 
course, within a legal means that is. 
My younger brother—despite being a 
former straight A student and one-time 
supervisor-to-be at one of the leading 
retail chains in the country—can’t fi nd a 
job.  Perhaps that’s not the most accurate 
statement, though.  My younger brother 
by Mario A. Reed
Senior, Journalism Department
can’t fi nd a job within a reasonable driving 
distance from his abode in the southern 
suburbs of Chicago, and thus epitomizes 
what several million minorities are forced 
to overcome daily. 
The lack of economic opportunity in 
minority communities is the leading 
cause for the denigrating combination that 
is “race and poverty.”  My favorite artist 
Nas summarizes the situation, “Anytime 
brothas can’t get jobs, then they rob.” 
It’s a more than simple sociological con-
cept, which for some reason is continually 
overlooked within the American social 
structure, despite its devastating repercus-
sions. The lack of economic opportunity, 
the predicating factor of race and poverty, 
impacts all aspects of minority life, and is 
the gas that fuels the racial caste structure 
that is the “land of the free.” 
One of the supposedly inherent rights 
guaranteed by the Constitution is the 
fundamental right to life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness. This is something 
that is anything but fundamental for 
many minorities because of the lack of 
simple resources such as food, shelter and 
education.
As Black History Month unfolds this year, 
it’s impossible to forget the brutal images of 
blacks being herded like cattle into a large 
arena where they were forced 
to fend for themselves away 
from the elements during a 
time when food, water and 
sanity were at a premium. 
Now I’m sure that many of 
you reading this are conjur-
ing up images of slavery which ended some 
144 years ago, but realize that the image I’m 
referring to wasn’t slavery, but the horrifi c 
scene down in New Orleans during Hur-
ricane Katrina. 
Hopefully, you can do the math on when 
that tragedy took place, and in doing so 
recognize that “race and poverty” doesn’t 
taste anywhere close to as good as “pork 
chops and applesauce.” We must not allow 
it to continue as though it’s simply part of 
Americana and something that even the 
Brady Bunch loved. 
The aim of Critical Encounters is to encour-
age you to engage with di  cult questions about 
poverty and privilege.  Hopefully, you will feel 
inspired to write your own narratives, which you 
can send to me for inclusion in this column or 
on our website. —Stephanie Shonekan  (Criti-
calEncounters@colum.edu), Colum.edu/Critical 
Encounters.
Critical Encounters’ Roots and 
Routes: Weekly Narratives of 
Poverty and Privilege
The conundrum of race and poverty
SPECIAL TO THE CHRONICLE
FEATURE PHOTO - Remembering a family member
Family of Tim Densmore, a beloved TV faculty member who passed away over the semester break, react during 
a memorial service held in Densmore’s honor on Feb. 8 at Columbia.
Rachael Strecher THE CHRONICLE
8 THE CHRONICLE  I  February, 11 2008
Campus News  I  THE CHRONICLE 9
by Becky Schlikerman
Associate Editor
ON JAN. 16, James Didier, a graduate stu-
dent at DePaul University, was riding the 
Brown Line when a group of young males 
attempted to steal his bag, which had a 
laptop inside.
Didier struggled with the o enders and 
got his bag back, but said the lack of secu-
rity on the CTA trains and platforms is a 
serious concern for students.
Although other students at Columbia 
said they generally feel safe on the el, most 
follow a guideline of self-imposed tips to 
keep safe while riding the CTA and other 
forms of public transportation. Martha 
Meegan, director of Campus Safety and 
Security, also o ered tips on how students 
can stay safe.
Meegan suggested riding in the fi rst car 
of the train, near the conductor, or riding 
trains with other people aboard.
John Jones, a graduate art and design 
major and Red Line rider, said he does try 
to sit in the front cars.
“I guess I feel more secure when … the 
conductor is right there,” Jones said.
In terms of the belongings students may 
carry, Meegan said to keep valuable and 
important items “on your person,” prefer-
ably in a front pocket. Meegan said back-
packs and purses with exterior pockets are 
easy targets for thieves, especially because 
people put valuables in them.
To keep her bag safe, Connie Calice, a 
freshman cultural studies major,  keeps her 
bag linked through her arm.
These preventative measures are the fi rst 
step, but if passengers feel their safety is 
threatened, there are various other steps 
that can be taken to avoid being victimized.
If someone is acting out or threaten-
ing people,  Meegan suggested moving to 
another train car if possible. Otherwise, 
she said “act out.” She said acting “totally 
crazy” or pretending to be sick are good 
tactics to repel potential attackers. 
“Appear to be disgusting,” Meegan said. 
“They might think ‘I could get a disease,’”she 
added. 
In addition, students should be aware of 
their surroundings at all times.
One way to do that is to not wear head-
phones or talk on the phone, Meegan said.
“You should have a complete state of 
awareness,” Meegan said.
In the same vein, Ashley Peters, a fresh-
man marketing communications major, 
said she tries not to fall asleep on her com-
mute, which involves the South Shore Line 
to Indiana. 
Meegan also said not to fl ash any valu-
ables, such as a cell phone or iPod. 
Similarly, Calice said taking out a wallet 
if someone on the train asks for money is a 
bad idea. She said solicitors may be trying 
to check out how much money is in the 
wallet.
“If you’re the only one they ask, just say 
no,” Calice said.
Meegan said sitting in the seats closest 
to the aisle is safer because if a passenger 
is seated in the inner seat, someone may 
try to block that passenger by sitting in the 
outer seat.
Obi Larios, a freshman dance major and 
regular Red and Blue Line rider, said the 
only time she feels unsafe is at night.
She suggested telling a CTA employee if 
anything dangerous or scary happens. 
But Larios said despite any dangerous 
situations, she has to take the train.
“You have to deal with [safety issues on 
the CTA],” Larios said. “You have to take 
[public transit].”
bschlikerman@chroniclemail.com
Experts, students provide tips 
for staying safe on the el
It could happen to anyone
Martha Meegan, director of Campus Safety and Security, said sitting in the aisle seat is a safe way to go 
because a passenger can’t be blocked in.
Tim Hunt THE CHRONICLE
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BROWN: x
Continued from PG. 5
Performer expresses feelings, 
meanings to songs during live 
performances
schools. 
‘Big Mouth’ will take place on Feb. 14 in the 
Hoken Annex in the Wabash Campus Building, 
623 S. Wabash Ave., from 6 p.m.  to 10:30 p.m. 
mmaftean@chroniclemail.com
“He is just an all around good perform-
er,” said McCurry I. Sherman, senior arts, 
entertainment and media management 
major and Brown’s choreographer.
“He knows how to grab the crowd and 
make them respond,” Sherman added.
Brown hopes that the crowd at Columbia 
can take his music positively. 
Brown hopes people will look past his 
make-up, flamboyant outfits and see 
the true meaning behind his music. He 
believes represents the people without a 
voice who artists would not necessarily 
cater to, like homosexuals, transgenders 
and people that are not comfortable with 
their sexuality. 
“I try to make every song in my perfor-
mance meaningful and express what the 
song means to me when I perform live,” 
Brown said.
Apart from the Columbia event, Brown 
has a number of upcoming shows, includ-
ing a Feb. 29 performance at Circuit Night 
Club, 3641 N. Halsted St. This is the begin-
ning of his plan of extending beyond the 
campus of Columbia and the surrounding 
Spring enrollment numbers fluctuate 
Undergraduate enrollment 
numbers decline since last year
by Robert Bykowski
Campus News Editor
ReCently Released spring enrollment num-
bers show a decline in new undergraduate 
enrollment from a year ago, but officials 
find little reason for concern.
The data, which shows a 10.3 percent 
decline in new undergraduate enrollment 
in spring, is offset by an overall increase in 
students from the same period a year ago, 
according to data. 
Overall, undergraduate and gradu-
ate enrollment increased by nearly 500 
students from a year ago, and the 81 fewer 
new undergraduate students enrolled this 
spring doesn’t raise alarms for the admin-
istration, according to Mark Kelly,  vice 
president of Student Affairs.
According to Kelly, new student enroll-
ment numbers in the spring do not have the 
importance or impact as the fall enrollment 
numbers do, and changes in Columbia’s 
behavior toward spring applicants could 
have affected the statistics.
“We’re being far more demanding of stu-
dents as they enter the college,” Kelly said.
For the first time in several years,  Columbia 
did not offer a spring Bridge Program,  which 
is an academic boot-camp of sorts for fresh-
man applicants whose academic records sug-
gest they might have trouble with a college 
curriculum, according to Kelly.
The program, which was five weeks 
long and culminated with the instructor 
informing the administration whether or 
not the student is fit to enter Columbia, was 
not offered this spring, and applicants that 
qualified for the program were deferred to 
the summer semester.
Columbia also was a bit tougher on trans-
fer applicants who applied for the spring 
semester at the last minute, Kelly said. 
He estimated approximately 30 to 40 pos-
sible students were affected, and applicants 
who did not “have their house in order to 
enter Columbia in a healthy way” were 
deferred to the summer or fall semester.
While Kelly pointed out that one year 
doesn’t make a trend and there’s hardly 
reason to fret, lessons about growth in 
the current economic times can still be 
gleaned.
“It’s just a reminder that we are in an 
educational marketplace and in a weaken-
ing economy and [face] issues of affordabil-
ity,” Kelly said. “We don’t know what this 
means, but it’s a reminder that growth is 
not a fact.”
One area that encouraged Kelly was the 
full-time continuing undergraduate stu-
dent, which saw an increase in 8.6 percent 
with 663 more students this spring than at 
the same time last year. 
Kelly said additional reports would have 
to be examined, but the statistic is a posi-
tive sign.
Continuing undergraduate students 
also enrolled in more credit hours this 
spring than last year, with an increase of 
6.1 percent. 
Tracey Preacely, a freshman film and 
video major, said her work schedule makes 
her take roughly the same amount of 
credit hours each semester, while senior 
journalism major Vance Exner said he gen-
erally takes more classes in the spring than 
in the fall.
rbykowski@chroniclemail.com 
enrollment numbers for Spring 2007 to Spring 
2008.  
Kimi Badger The ChroniCle
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Racism reaches into the medical fi eld
BLACKS HAVE faced medical racism through-
out history, including medical experimen-
tation without consent. 
A presentation brought to Columbia 
addressed and debated this issue. 
The presentation, which was the fi rst 
of seven installments, was given by Har-
riet Washington, an author and medical 
ethicist. 
It focused on the history of medical 
racism aimed at blacks and how this history 
has negatively impacted the present medi-
cal conditions for the black community. It 
also touched on how it is currently legal to 
perform experimentation on patients who 
are unconscious without consent in the 
United States. 
The event took place on Feb. 7 in the 
Ferguson Auditorium of the Alexandro  
Campus Center, 600 S. Michigan Ave. The 
Science and Math Department, along with 
the Liberal Education Department, co-
sponsored the event. 
“We are interested in the series  looking at 
the intersection between science and math 
with both media and art and how those 
conspire to tell stories,” said Kevin Fuller, 
event coordinator and associate chair of the 
Science and Math Department.
Speaker addresses medical 
racism, conditions to curious 
students
by Miles Maftean
Assistant Campus News Editor
      Washington used the basis of her research 
from her book Medical Apartheid: The Dark 
History of Medical Experimentation on Black 
Americans From Colonial Times to the Present.
“I talk about African-Americans 
in this book not because the African-
Americans were the only [ones] abused,” 
Washington said. “I talk about them 
because they are the only group in 
the story that we have not heard.”
     Throughout the presentation, Washing-
ton reverted back to the lack of a black voice 
in these debates on what is right and wrong 
with medical procedures. 
But over the course of history, Washing-
ton said blacks were targeted by whites as 
a means to further advance medicine by 
using them as guinea pigs in experiments. 
This dilemma led her to write the book 
and give multiple speeches around the 
world helping people become more aware of 
the malpractices that have plagued blacks 
throughout history. 
“We’re talking about hundreds of thou-
sands, maybe millions, of people that are 
dead that should be alive today,” Washing-
ton said.
Many of the major issues Washington 
discussed revolved around the malpractices 
of former doctors, specifi cally targeting Dr. 
J. Marion Sims. 
Sims, considered the father of gynecol-
ogy, tried to fi nd the cures for many of the 
problems that occur during childbirth. 
Washington told the crowd how Sims 
used three Alabama slave women, whom he 
considered to be inhuman, to experiment 
with new techniques for fi nding a cure. 
Sims would operate upon the slaves with-
out the use of anesthesia, and Washing-
ton said he would invite other doctors and 
people of the town to come and watch the 
procedure.
“I used to think,  ‘At least there is one man 
who cared about the health of women,’” 
Washington said. “You could only imagine 
my dismay when I learned a bit more about 
Dr. Sims.”
Later in the presentation, Washington 
heard gasps from the crowd when she 
brought the subject of her seminar back to 
the present. 
She went on to say that blacks do not 
receive prescription drugs in black com-
munities because pharmacies tend not 
SEE WASHINGTON, »  PG. 13
Harriet Washington addresses racism in medicine at the Ferguson Auditorium in the Alexandroff Campus 
Center, 600 S. Michigan Ave..  
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Continued from PG. 12
to carry the prescriptions. 
   According to Washington, if the phar-
macy has proof that a person should 
receive the drugs, they can have the drugs 
shipped to the pharmacy in 72 hours for 
that patient.
“This shows that even today black people 
have di  culty having knowledge about 
healing the pain,” Washington said.
After the initial shock, Washington 
pressed on into the medical disasters that 
still plague both black and white people. 
This time, the medical fi eld targeted the 
armed services.
According to Washington, in 1990 the 
department of defense asked and received 
a waiver from the FDA that permitted 
them to experiment on any soldiers with-
out asking for their permission. 
Washington said the army wanted to 
give soldiers anthrax vaccines and other 
chemicals they thought would help with 
bioterrorist attacks.
“They did not want to go to the trouble 
of asking every soldier individually and 
risk them saying no,” Washington said. 
“So by giving this waiver, they could force 
the soldiers to do it.”
Washington informed the crowd of a 
medical issue that she said impacts every-
one, regardless of race. 
She said medical experimentation could 
be done in as many as 15 di erent hospi-
tals across the nation without the consent 
of a person as long as they are unconscious 
Audience members informed 
on pressing issues
Student organizations to hold formal ball at Columbia; 
event will be ‘formal, Columbia style’
when they arrive to the hospital. 
“These experimental approaches will 
allow both EMT and physicians to use some-
thing other than the standard procedures,” 
Washington said. “These approaches have 
not been used or analyzed.”
The crowd reacted strongly to this infor-
mation, and the question and answer 
session that followed the presentation had 
some worried audience members franti-
cally asking questions and giving their 
opinions. 
Some felt the presentation gave light to 
many issues that have not been addressed 
throughout history.
“I thought [the presentation] was fabu-
lous because it revealed a piece of history 
that not a lot of people know, and it is 
important to know,” said Lisa Brock, chair 
of the Liberal Education Department and 
co-sponsor of the colloquium series. 
Washington closed the night by urging 
the audience to address the issue of medical 
experimentation to others and even take 
arguments up to legislatures.
She said people must take the proper 
precautions and need to stay informed of 
their rights.
“You really need to get active in whatever 
group you are in and let your legislators 
know that this is not acceptable,” Wash-
ington said. “Because quietly, without any 
input from the general public, more of these 
laws are being passed.”
The Science and Math Department’s collo-
quium series will bring another six installments 
to the Ferguson Auditorium of the Alexandro  
Campus Center, 600 S. Michigan Ave., every fi rst 
and third Thursday of the month. It is free and 
open to the public. 
mmaftean@chroniclemail.com
THERE WILL be blood as Columbia holds its 
fi rst formal dance on Feb. 15.
Masque: A Mary Blood Ball, named after 
one of Columbia’s founders, is a free event 
open to all students, faculty and alumni, 
and will be held from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. split 
between the Conaway Center and Film 
Row Cinema, located at 1104 Center, 1104 S. 
Wabash Ave.
The ball will be “formal, Columbia-style,” 
according to Brittney Sherman, a senior 
fi lm and video major and coordinator of 
the ball.
“This really is a response to the students,” 
Sherman said. “After the moderate success 
of our Dance Marathon last spring, students 
came to us asking for a more formal ball.” 
Masque, which has been in the works 
since October, is a collaborative e ort of 
many different campus organizations 
including the Student Government Asso-
ciation, the Residence Hall Association, the 
Student Organization Council and others. 
Students can dress for the ball as formally 
or as casually as they please, or they can 
show up in costumes. But there’s a catch, 
Sherman said. 
The dance will feature a best-dressed 
contest where students will crown a baron 
and baroness of the ball. 
The winning couple will represent Masque 
in Spectacle Fortuna, Manifest’s parade that 
celebrates Columbia’s creative spirit.
“I have a feeling whoever shows up in the 
craziest concoction will win the contest,” 
Sherman said.
SGA senators will also be nominating 
attending faculty members for a duke and 
duchess of the ball.
Attendees will have choices for how 
they spend their evening.
According to Lara Magyar, vice president 
of the SGA, dancing and activities will be 
downstairs, while food, drinks and a more 
relaxed atmosphere will be upstairs.
In the Conaway Center, attendees can 
dance to pop and hip-hop music from 
Columbia talent DJ Kid Color. They will 
also have the chance to make their own 
masquerade masks. 
Upstairs in Film Row Cinema, students 
can enjoy a more relaxed atmosphere with 
classical music provided by a student cel-
list and a student violinist. Appetizers and 
a “make your own” drink bar will also be 
available.
According to a Facebook event listing set 
up by Sherman, more than 130 students 
already plan on attending with about 190 
more people possibly attending.
However, Steve Szwet, a fi lm and video 
junior, said he is apprehensive about what 
events like this mean for Columbia.
“I’ll probably go to the ball because I’m 
always down for free events,” Szwet said. 
“But with more formal events and activi-
ties like this, it seems like Columbia is 
changing. When are fraternities going to 
start showing up on campus?”
chronicle@chroniclemail.com
Formal dance bleeds into Columbia
By Andrew Haataja
Staff Writer
The Student Government Association would like 
to congratulate the winners of the first official 
Academic Achievement Award Raffle!  
To recognize our fellow students at Columbia, the Academic 
20 random students with a cumulative GPA between 3.0 
GPA falls between 3.5 and 4.0.  Congratulations on your 
outstanding achievement!
Dustin Cammack 
Aleksandra Gieryk 
Angel Ramirez 
Que Dillworth 
Matthew Warren 
Karol Barrero 
Kendall Connell 
 Elisa Hunt 
Aja Watkins 
Daniel Linnihan 
Alexander Schwyn 
Patrick Skoglund 
Patricia Gayden 
Erin Coen 
Malgorzata Rejnowska 
Chase Barhorst 
James Schultz 
Tempestt Coleman 
Camille Vafakas
Justin Nalley 
Natalie Roman 
Francesca Fratto 
Jennifer Wang 
Karl Geweniger 
Nicole Swick 
Michael Frost 
Matt Soria 
Alison Arzeni 
Megan Mercier 
Neill Holley 
Allison Fulghum 
Heather Murphy 
Mark Moleski 
Sarah Cunniff 
Emily Lyle 
Leah Kilpatrick 
James Cole 
Anthony Jennings
All names were drawn 
at random.
Congratulations to:
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The office of Student Financial Services 
  wants you to know about
 D2U Direct Refund! 
Student 
Financial 
Services
Are you expecting a 
   financial aid  refund?
Say good bye to waiting for the mail by
  taking five minutes to sign up for D2U on
CCC Pay found through your OASIS portal. 
  In order for parents to sign up for 
this feature students must first register
   them as third party CCC Pay users.
 Parents of undergraduate dependent
  students who have applied for the
PLUS loan and will receive a refund can
   also sign up for direct deposit through
 this new CCC Pay feature.  
 This CCC Pay feature will allow
students to receive their student account 
           refunds via direct deposit. 
Please visit www.colum.edu/sfs
 or contact our toll free help line
  at 866-705-0200 for more information
about this new customer service feature.
‘Gap year’ surges
HERE’S HOW 18-year-old Whitney Roth spent 
what would have been her fi rst semester 
of college: Chopping down weeds in the 
Amazon, mixing cement for a rural Boliv-
ian school and learning how to make green 
chicken, a Peruvian recipe with a lot of 
cilantro.
An increasingly popular option, she post-
poned lecture halls and fraternity parties to 
study, travel and work abroad. She’ll head to 
the University of Vermont this fall, a year 
after most of her classmates from Francis 
W. Parker School on Chicago’s Near North 
Side left for college.
“Graduating from high school, I don’t 
think I was ready to go straight into school 
again,” Roth said. “I came back a lot more 
chill than when I left.”
To be sure, students have always taken 
time o  between high school and college. 
But there is now an industry promoting 
it, and a more signifi cant-sounding name 
for it—the “gap year,” borrowed from the 
common practice in Europe.
Recently, New Trier Township High 
School—where 98 percent of graduates go 
directly to college—held a college-style fair 
to showcase gap year opportunities.
Instead of learning about Harvard or the 
University of Illinois, students picked up 
brochures about volunteering in Tanzania, 
trekking through Guatemala or studying 
photography in New Orleans.
“We are seeing students who are burned 
out, students who just need to jump o  this 
educational treadmill and try something 
else,” said Linda Connelly, a New Trier col-
lege counselor who helped organize the fair. 
“Because we o er a fair, all of a sudden it 
gives it a lot more credibility.”
Last year, she put together a fair only for 
New Trier students. This year’s fair, given by 
two agencies that o er gap year programs, 
was promoted to students and college coun-
selors across the Chicago area.
Bringing together about a dozen compa-
nies that specialize in gap year programs, 
the fair is thought to be the largest ever of 
its kind. College counselors and students 
from across the Chicago area were invited, 
and seven similar events will be held on 
the West and East Coasts during the next 
two months.
“This is unheard of.  It’s the fi rst year this 
has begun to happen,” said Holly Bull, presi-
dent of the New Jersey-based Center for 
Interim Programs, which has been advising 
students about gap year opportunities for 
20 years.
“It is certainly not to the point of being 
mainstream, but this is our attempt to pro-
mote [the gap year] in some major cities 
More high school students 
taking a year off before college
by Jodi Cohen
around the country,” said Greg Cappello, 
director of admission at Dynamy Intern-
ship Year, one of the event’s host agencies.
Teens who take a gap year generally fall 
into two categories. Some are top-notch 
students who have been accepted to col-
lege,  but have asked for a one-year deferral. 
Others have struggled in high school and 
need a break before applying to college.
While some of the programs are free, 
others can cost more than $40,000, making 
them possible only for families of a certain 
income level.
Some students choose to travel, while 
others learn a foreign language or get an 
internship to check out a potential career.
As college admissions have become 
increasingly competitive, some students 
who fail to get into their top choices may 
choose to take time o  and try again the 
following year.
“We don’t learn much about the gap 
year at school.  It’s all about college,” said 
Rachel Nadolina, 17,  of Wilmette, Ill., who 
checked out Spanish-language programs at 
the recent Saturday fair. “This is a perfect 
way to fi gure out all the options. My parents 
don’t know anything about this because 
they didn’t have gap years.”
Her friend, Rachel Levy of Glenview, Ill., 
who is waiting to hear whether she’s been 
accepted to Brown University, the Rhode 
Island School of Design and several other 
schools, said she’ll likely defer college for 
a year.
“I’m not ready to go for four more years 
of really hard work,” Levy said. “I feel like I 
need a break.”
Some colleges, including Harvard, are 
embracing the idea. Harvard admissions 
dean Bill Fitzsimmons, author of an essay 
promoting the gap year called “Time out 
or burn out for the next generation,” said 
about 40 students admitted to Harvard 
each year decide to defer their admission; 
another 40 are accepted on the condition 
that they won’t begin until the following 
year.
Data about how many students take a gap 
year are hard to come by, but high school 
counselors and industry experts say the 
numbers are increasing. They also point 
to an increase in the number of organized 
programs—from City Year, which promotes 
community service projects mostly in the 
United States, to Sojourns Abroad, which 
o ers cultural immersion programs in Italy 
and France.
“We are seeing more and more solid 
understanding of the value of the gap year,” 
said Marsha Ray, an educational consul-
tant in Deerfi eld, Ill., who advises students 
about gap year options. “It is growth. It is 
learning. It is development. I never use the 
words time o  or time out.”
 
MCT
Holly Bull (left) president of the New Jersey-based Center for Interim Programs, talks with Tommy Brown, 
17 (right) a senior at North Shore Country Day school in Winnetka, and his mother Mary Brown (second 
from right) during the ‘Gap Year’ fair at New Trier High School in Winnetka, on Feb. 2. 
MCT
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Do you consider V-Day a sappy,  
greeting card holiday?
Arts & Entertainment
AT THE GREEN MILL JAzz CLub 
4802 N. Broadway St., 9 p.m.-1 a.m. 
Couples can dance or cuddle while the 
16-piece Alan Gresik Swing Shift Orches-
tra plays all night. For a $6 cover, couples 
can lounge in the romantic atmosphere 
of the historic nightclub and also enjoy 
a great meal.
 
Call (773) 878-5552 for more information.
FEATuRING FLOSSTRAdAMuS, dJ C ANd 
MuRdERbOT, AT AbbEy Pub
3420 W. Grace St., 10:30 p.m. 
Revert back to your days in high school 
for the 3rd annual FlosstraPROMus, a 
benefit for Chicago Independent Radio 
Project (CHIRP) this year. Attendees are 
strongly encouraged to dress in high 
school prom attire while you enjoy mixes 
from Flosstradamus, dJ C and Murderbot. 
EveryoneIsFamous.com will also provide a 
photo booth. The event is 18 and up. All 
proceeds from ticket sales benefit CHIRP. 
Tickets are $7 in advance and $9 at the 
door. 
 
Visit AbbeyPub.com for more information. 
‘HAPPy bIRTHdAy TO ME’ ANd ‘My bLOOdy 
VALENTINE’
4050 N. Milwaukee Ave., 8:45 p.m., 11 p.m., 
respectively 
This double dose of horror and the high 
body counts may make you cling to your 
significant other, but probably won’t 
entice any romance. The Portage Theater 
celebrates its “2nd bloody birthday” by 
showing these two slasher flick classics 
from the ’80s after host Svengoolie signs 
autographs from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Tick-
ets are $10 for both shows.
Visit Horrorbles.com for more information. 
AT ONE OF My PIE’S TWO LOCATIONS
2010 N. Damen Ave., 2417 N. Clark St.
Showtimes vary
Valentine’s day doesn’t have to be expen-
sive to be romantic. Try a heart-shaped 
pizza from My Pie and either catch the 
acclaimed 4 Months, 3 Weeks & 2 Days 
on Feb. 14 or the tearjerker Casablanca 
on Feb. 15 at Music box Theatre, 3733 
N. Southport Ave. 
Visit MusicBoxTheatre.com for showtimes.
Do you have a valentine?
Find your way through Valentine’s Day
Unconcerned
 Want to spend a passionate   
evening with your sweetie?
Attached, but don’t care too 
much for the holiday? 
Are you indifferent about the holiday, 
but looking for something to do with 
your friends?
You and your partner are... How do you feel about this?
Yes no
Dinner and jazz music  
Pizza and a movie
Romantic
Apathetic
Bitter
FlosstraPRoMus
Horrorbles Double Feature
yOuR Ex PARTy AT VICTORy LIquORS
2610 N. Halsted St., 7 p.m. 
Gather with a bunch of other bitter singles 
at the annual Metromix party. For no cover 
charge, attendees can bring a photo of 
their ex to shred at the door and also film 
a video confessional message to him/her. 
Appetizers, prizes and drink specials will 
be available.
 
Visit Metromix.com for more information.  
AT STRETCH RuN bAR ANd GRILLE 
544 N. LaSalle St., 8 p.m. 
When all else fails, head to the bar to 
watch the fourth season of “Lost.” Stretch 
Run bar and Grille will have $15 Corona 
buckets and $5 Jack daniels specials 
along with trivia and prizes.
 
For more information call (312) 644-4477.
CHICAGO HAuNTINGS TOuR
Meeting location TBD, 7 p.m.   
At 7 p.m. on the 79th anniversary of the 
St. Valentine’s day Massacre in Chicago, 
guides of Chicago Hauntings will take par-
ticipants on their “Guns and Roses” tour 
of the sites of the infamous crime spree 
in 1929. Reservations are required. 
Visit ChicagoHauntings.com for more information.
Metromix X
ex-factor
Lost Viewing Party
Chicago Hauntings
Ex-FACTOR VALENTINE’S dAy WORkOuT 
CLASS AT CRuNCH
939 W. North Ave., 6 p.m.-7 p.m. 
Getting dumped in time for Valentine’s 
day would make a lot of people bitter. 
Take out your anger in this free boxing 
class. Participants can bring a photo of 
their ex, tape it to a mitt and prepare for 
some therapeutic release of your relation-
ship frustration. drinks are available after 
the class, and participants have a chance 
to win a personal training session. 
For more information, call (312) 337-1244.
Play the Meet Market
Looking to avoid the normal scene of speed daters and uncom-
fortable introductions? One Chicago company thinks it has 
solved the awkwardness dilemma. 
Compiled by: Jessica Galliart
designed by: ben Andis See  x PG. 21
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The dollar amount the 
city of los Angeles
The number of miles per 
second nASA sent The
Home is where the heart is
by Derek Kucynda
Assistant A&E Editor 
Don’t even think about it    
by Chrissy Mahlmeister 
Managing Editor
Oh gosh, it’s Valentine’s Day again. It’s 
time to waste money and question the status 
of existing relationships, while making 
single people feel lonelier than ever. Looks 
like a great reason to celebrate!
But hey,  it doesn’t have to be SO bad. I com-
piled a Dos and Don’ts gift list for this lovely 
time of year so you don’t have to think twice 
about your sweetie. Remember, this could 
potentially cause an argument if not execut-
ed correctly, so read carefully.  Onward! 
For him
Do it: 
No really, do it: Yeah, yeah, everyone says 
guys only think of one thing, but that rumor 
wouldn’t have started out of nowhere. It’s 
true. Even if you’re feeling fat, have a head-
ache or are “too tired,” just put that aside for 
one night with the fella.
Mix tapes: Aw, what isn’t cute about a mix 
tape? I mean, it doesn’t literally have to be a 
tape, but you get the idea. Guys always like 
expanding their iTunes with as many songs 
as possible, and now you can contribute.  Just 
For the first time in almost 18 months, I 
spent my weekend staying at home with my 
family. Sure, there were places I could have 
been and Super Bowl parties I should have 
attended, but what I needed was a weekend 
without distraction.
I was able to do homework and actually 
spend time with my family and talk to them 
about my issues and not get caught up in the 
usual drama of college and parties.  However, 
as I watch my friends start to dig themselves 
into a hole early on in the semester, I ask 
myself: Where’s their support system?
I realized the support system I needed in 
order to clear the hump of starting classes 
again was at home with my family in Chi-
cago. Instead of drinking like there’s no 
tomorrow,  we ate as if it was our last day on 
Earth. Since moving back home, we try to 
stick to our tradition of eating together as 
a family at least twice a week. Whether we 
argued minutes before, or even if we work 
late, sitting down and eating together is a 
common family routine.
One of the things that I value in life is 
the ability to make meaningful connec-
tions with others, and in order for those 
connections to flourish, communication 
is key. Suppertime with my family is one 
of those moments where we practice this 
“communication.” 
At the kitchen table, we talk about poli-
don’t put your folksy, acoustic Cat Power 
songs in if he headbangs to Slayer.  Scan his 
iPod carefully for what he already has.  
Don’t even think about it:
Beef jerky bouquets: Not all dudes are 
meat heads, so why treat him like one? Sure, 
they like food, but let’s settle down. Cupcakes 
are one thing, meat sticks are another.
Flowers: This is one of those things that 
you just can’t reciprocate. I’ve actually heard 
girls considering giving flowers to their boy-
friends. Um, what? They don’t even own a 
vase.  That should be enough of a warning.
Cologne: It’s funny how guys misunder-
stand the meaning of “understated.” If you 
give them cologne, they’ll spray themselves 
50 times because they think they have to. 
Stop perpetuating that stinky guy on the el 
who makes my eyes sting. We can beat this!
For her
Do it: 
Homemade food, especially breakfast: 
Not only did he actually whip something up, 
but he woke up EARLY and did it? Wowza, 
whatta guy! Girls never expect guys to make 
them food, so when you do it’s an automatic 
smile-inducer. Bonus points if it’s extra 
complicated or foreign food.
Anything that reminds her of when you 
first met: The funny thing about girls is 
that you don’t have to impress them with 
diamonds and gold; just hold on to that stick 
figure drawing on a napkin you did during 
the first date. Just the fact that you held on 
to it and repackaged it nicely will mean a 
lot to her.
Don’t even think about it:
Lingerie: Um, awkward. Unless she’s a 
model this is just going to get weird. Plus, 
poofy things don’t belong on undergar-
ments. Let her pick out her own undies.
Hotel room: OK, it’s one thing to actu-
ally think about doing it, but it’s another to 
practically force her. Pretend like it isn’t the 
first thing on your mind and play it cool. It’s 
better to be discreet.
cmahlmeister@chroniclemail.com
Chrissy knows best 
Droppin’ it direct 
tics, work and the problems that we are con-
fronting,  among other things.  Afterward, 
I always feel like I’ve learned more about 
my parents. If you actually sit down and 
have an adult conversation with them, you 
realize that you share similar interests and 
thoughts on certain issues as well.
As I learn more about my parents, I realize 
that taking the time to actually talk to my 
family or friends and spending quality time 
with them, instead of pursuing other vices, 
is something that I’m currently learning 
how to handle.  Taking the time to commu-
nicate with them and staying honest is not 
as hard as it seemed. I’m an adult and I’m 
capable of making informed decisions and 
instead of ignoring some of the decisions I 
make, I go to my parents to get a different 
and wiser perspective.
When it comes to being serious and com-
mitted with work and school,  which I’m 
usually not, they are the ones who are con-
cerned with my future.  Since I live at home 
with my family, they emphasize the fact 
that I need to finish these last two-and-a-
half years of school so I can be successful 
in whatever job I land after college.  After a 
troubling first week back at Columbia, my 
mother told me to have a sensible attitude 
about the work that is expected of me,  com-
municate this with my teachers and not to 
get too frazzled about the workload.
I started talking to my parents,  and I made 
connections with them. By trying to com-
municate my issues with them,  I was able to 
successfully break that wall of miscommu-
nication that I’ve had with them in the past. 
It’s hard work, but they are only interested 
in my happiness and my success.
Sometimes it takes 20 years to realize that 
true perspective and wisdom lie in the inter-
actions we have with others, and too often 
we live in a world where people have a lack 
of communication with others.
When I moved out of my parents’ house in 
August 2006, I wanted nothing more than to 
selfishly put myself in a state of inebriation. 
It did not take me long to realize that there 
is no true potential there, just a perceived 
state of mind where I can’t focus or learn 
more about the world around me.
I know many students here live far from 
home, but a simple phone call can work won-
ders. Don’t shut out the people who care the 
most, because the wisdom or words they 
impart to you can actually make a differ-
ence. I trust and listen to the people that 
truly love and care for me, because they are 
the ones who know me best, from opinions 
to traditions. They are the ones that keep me 
away from distraction and keep me focused 
on the road ahead.
dkucynda@chroniclemail.com
Terminator: The Sarah Connor 
Chronicles  FoX, 2/11 at 8 p.m.
Nip/TuCk  FX, 2/12 at 9 p.m.
CaShmere mafia                        
ABC, 2/13 at 7 p.m.
LOST  ABC, 2/14 at 8 p.m.
mONk  USA, 2/15 at 8 p.m.
“Terminator: The Sarah Connor Chronicles” 
takes place before Arnold Schwarzenegger, 
when the machines from the future first start 
arriving in our time. in this episode, John 
Connor becomes separated from his mother 
while searching for special cargo.
See the ugly and devious side of hollywood 
glamour as two plastic surgeons share drama 
and humor as they prove to be a cut above the 
rest. now, Christian is hired to put a group of 
socialites under the knife and eden seeks 
help from Sean.
Taking after “Sex and the City,” four young 
women share intimate details about their 
personal and business lives with each other 
while trying to find Mr. right, usually in the 
wrong place. 
With the new series back on air, this hit show 
has no signs of slowing down. This episode, 
“Confirmed Dead,” shows the survivors start-
ing to question their rescuers. What are the 
newcomers’ true reason for being there? 
Tune in and find out.
As the second-to-last episode in the sixth 
season of this quirky show, Monk is as busy 
and obsessive-compulsive as ever as he tries 
to find out who is framing him for murder. Be 
obsessive-compulsive yourself and don’t miss 
a moment of this new episode.
Roamin’ numeRals
25,000 186,000  3 The number of years Wesley Snipes, from the Blade trilogy, could now face in prison
meaN GirLS                                     
ABC FAMilY, 2/16 at 7 p.m.
Before you head out to your favorite bar, 
club or party house, remind yourself 
how to spot a “plastic” from across the 
room. lindsay lohan stars as a once 
home-schooled girl who falls in step with 
the wrong crowd and learns that evil is 
embodied by an angry blonde.
The SimpSONS  ABC, 2/17 at 7 p.m.
return to Springfield’s favorite family and 
watch homer’s newest dilemma take place 
during a Valentine’s Day date with Marge. 
MCT
Beatles’ song “Across the Universe,” (pun 
totally intended) into space. According to The 
Associated Press, nASA beamed the MP3-
formatted song toward the north Star, Polaris. 
The song will reach Polaris in 431 earth years. 
Perhaps e.T. will phone home when he hears 
this on his radio?
on federal tax fraud charges, according to The 
Associated Press. originally facing 16 years in 
prison, Snipes somehow managed to lay the 
blame for the mishandled tax papers on his 
accountant, cutting down his charges. The 
irS plans to bill Snipes for the $38 million he 
owes.
spent to escort Britney Spears from her 
home to her new room at UClA Medical 
hospital’s psychiatric ward, according to The 
Associated Press. Glad to see Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger is putting those tax dollars 
to work.
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Chatting with the stars
Carmen Roman (left) and Olympia Dukakis exchange comments on their experience in the acting and 
directing  elds.
Rachael Strecher THE CHRONICLE
ACADEMY AWARD winner Olympia Dukakis, 
along with award-winning actresses of 
stage and screen Nora Dunn, Kate Buddeke 
and Carmen Roman, came to Columbia’s 
Theater Department, 72 E. 11th St., Feb. 4 
to hold a panel discussion with students 
about the role of the actor as an essential 
collaborator. 
The event was loose, conversational and 
raucous, with the formidable women giving 
the actors in attendance counsel on every-
thing from dealing with obnoxious stars, 
reading Anton Chekhov and the merits of 
director castration.   
The four women talked with students 
about the Actors Congress (an actors’ cre-
ative rights group that they helped found) 
the actors’ creative responsibility and 
changing the status quo during the hour-
and-a-half discussion. The Chronicle sat in 
on the discussion.
How did the Actors Congress come 
together?
Olympia Dukakis: [The Actors Congress] 
started two years ago, and it was really 
interesting because initially it was every-
body talking about the horror stories: This 
was awful, that was awful. So we kind of 
shared that and started having a dialogue. 
 I suggested to the group of us to come to 
my house every month; we’d drink wine, 
we’d eat cheese—sometimes we’d break out 
the hard liquor! We started to talk about it, 
and slowly we began to fi nd language to 
express what we thought the situation was, 
to see it and to name it.  And the next thing 
we did was include playwrights, because 
playwrights feel very marginalized as 
well, by the directors—“We’re all there to 
serve the director’s vision,” that incredible 
phrase. So the actor does not walk in as a 
collaborator. Forget artists; you can’t even 
make it as a collaborator. And the worst of 
it is the schools are following that line, and 
they’re training people to serve the direc-
tor’s vision instead of understanding that 
they’re people of the theater, that they need 
to take total responsibility for everything: 
lighting, sets, everything. It used to be that 
way.
Kate Buddeke: We are the product.  Actors 
are the product. We’re the ones who do it, 
and we need to help each other, have respect 
for each other and not hate or go, ‘Oh, I’m 
better.’ No, we make each other better. 
As actors who are now directing, do 
you feel like such an assertive presence 
Actresses-turned directors meet 
with Columbia’s theater majors
by Wes Giglio
Commentary Editor
can get in the way as a director?
Dukakis: No, not at all. I want to hear 
everybody all the time. I’m frequently less 
interested in my opinion than theirs, and 
I know that every decision that has to be 
made is a decision the actors have to incor-
porate and make sense with their sensibili-
ties. In the end, whatever [the play] is has to 
come out of all the sensibilities in the room. 
But what’s the di erence? It’s what’s hap-
pening with our government. They don’t 
want you opening your mouth. It’s that 
hierarchical, patriarchal mode. I wonder 
if it has something to do with the fact that 
we’re women, that we’re willing to get in 
the kitchen and have a couple of cooks. 
Going along with speaking up or chal-
lenging a director is the realization that “I 
might not get cast.” They may not like the 
ideas or the vibes that you put out.
Carmen Roman: It’s going to take time 
to change the status quo.  A few years ago 
I realized I was viewed as being di  cult 
because I would speak out. I remember 
warning a director that I was going to be a 
collaborator, saying, “I’m going to have an 
opinion.” I think you do take the chance 
that when you have a strong opinion that 
maybe,  in the short term, you’re going to be 
seen as di  cult. But we can change that. We 
can change the status quo. It takes having 
the courage to walk into a room, be well 
informed, have an opinion and still be will-
ing to play. You guys are the next genera-
tion, and it’s up to you to change that.
Should directors bring actors in during 
pre-production?
All: Yes!
Roman: At [the American Theater Com-
pany] we did a workshop, and the director 
took the actors and said, “What do you see 
in this room that [your characters will be] 
living in?” And the designers were sitting 
there, and everybody talked about it. Then 
they set up a website a full six months 
before we even started rehearsal. They 
were asking questions back and forth, and 
the lighting designer was sending designs. 
Everybody was talking about it. Everybody’s 
juices were fl owing.  And we all had an idea 
of what it was going to look like, what it 
was going to feel like and how our opinions 
infl uenced the design.
Buddeke: A director friend of ours had an 
analogy: [A director] can either be the top of 
the pyramid, and everything happens below 
you, or you can be the eye of the hurricane 
and be the center that everything happens 
around. That’s a beautiful analogy.
wgiglio@chroniclemail.com
18 THE CHRONICLE  I  February 11, 2008
Stars raise millions for 
impoverished children 
MADONNA, CHRIS Rock and dozens of other 
celebrities raised $5.5 million at a star-stud-
ded benefi t at the United Nations to help 
poor and sick children around the world.
The $2,500-a-plate dinner and live auc-
tion hosted by Rock on the night of Feb. 6 
was an unusual blend of charity and com-
mercial promotion for the U.N. and made 
some of its o  cials, including Secretary-
General Ban Ki-Moon, uneasy.
Gucci, which paid the costs, pegged the 
event to the Feb. 2 opening during New 
York’s Fashion Week of its Manhattan fl ag-
ship store on Fifth Avenue and put its logo 
and UNICEF’s behind the walkway where 
celebrities were photographed.
The United Nations Children’s Fund relies 
on $1 billion in private sector donations 
for its $3.5 billion global budget, but the 
U.N. had never before granted permission 
to a company to erect a 42,000-square-foot 
tent on the north lawn of the U.N. for such 
a lavish event with a commercial tie-in. 
Gucci gave paying guests its limited edition 
“Gucci Loves NY” handbag, with a big red 
heart, costing more than $600 each.
The red-carpet reception drew stars such 
as Drew Barrymore, Demi Moore and Ashton 
Kutcher,  Amy Adams, Brooke Shields, Salma 
Hayek, Djimon Hounsou, Dita Von Teese 
and UNICEF Ambassadors Tea Leoni and 
Lucy Liu, followed by a cocktail party with 
Donald Trump and media mogul Barry 
Diller.
Celebrities paid $2,500 to $10,000 each to 
dine on grappa-cured salmon, wild striped 
bass, tart of goat cheese, foraged mush-
rooms, tru  ed mashed potatoes and sticky 
to ee pudding with creme fraiche. Madon-
na played videos of Malawi and introduced 
children from the southern African country. 
Rihanna, Timbaland and Alicia Keys played 
music afterward.
Madonna and her daughter, Lourdes Leon, arrive at ‘A Night to Bene t Raising Malawi and UNICEF’ at the 
United Nations’ headquarters Feb. 6. 
AP
by John Heilprin Ban, in an unusual move for a U.N. chief 
who recently sought the help of celebrities 
to focus attention on world issues, left New 
York for Chicago hours before the event got 
under way even though his appointment 
there wasn’t until Feb. 7 and his schedule 
for Feb. 6 was open.
Alicia Barcena Ibarra, Ban’s undersec-
retary-general for administration and 
management, said her o  ce “should have 
investigated more fully” before it approved 
UNICEF’S request to hold the event. Barcena 
Ibarra said she did not believe it was correct 
for Gucci to publicize the event in conjunc-
tion with the opening of a new store “and I 
think we have to look into that.”
A 1996 U.N. rule says “outside entities, 
including non-governmental organiza-
tions, may not hold meetings or events on 
United Nations premises to conduct their 
own organizational business or to advance 
their own purposes or aims.”
Ban nonetheless told reporters Feb. 
5 he was confi dent there would be no 
problems.
“I understand that the main purpose of 
this event will raise funds for a humanitar-
ian purpose, and I am sure that the pro-
ceeds will go to the purpose of this event,” 
he said.
Tom Cruise bid $100,000 for a sports pack-
age that included the privilege of hanging 
out at Yankee Stadium with Alex Rodriguez 
and a private hour playing soccer with 
David Beckham, but lost out to a bidder who 
ponied up $350,000.
“It was an extraordinary evening. The 
whole evening was quite moving,” Cruise 
told the Associated Press, accompanied by 
his wife, Katie Holmes, who agreed. Cruise 
called the United Nations “an absolute 
necessity” because of the sta  who dedicate 
their lives to building peace.
AP
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Strained ‘Wilderness’ farce falls fatally fl at
Steve Zahn searches for Bigfoot and a decent joke 
in the comedy ‘Strange Wilderness.’ 
MCT
STEVE ZAHN is an immensely appealing 
actor. He’s brought an abundance of comic 
sidekicks to endearingly hilarious life, most 
memorably in Tom Hanks’ That Thing You 
Do!, and even succeeded in stealing last 
year’s drama Rescue Dawn from star Chris-
tian Bale, with a performance as powerful 
and revelatory as any of this year’s Oscar 
nominees for Best Supporting Actor. Sadly, 
it seems that whenever Zahn is placed 
center stage in a fi lm, it ends up being an 
insulting time-waster like Strange Wilder-
ness, a fi lm so ungainly and half-hearted it 
feels like it was slapped together in three 
days by a group of underachieving,  hope-
less college kids.
Zahn regrettably stars as Peter Gaulke, 
the son of a beloved nature documentarian, 
who tries to follow in his father’s footsteps 
by hosting his own TV show, “Strange Wil-
derness.” It seems like Zahn may have stud-
ied Grizzly Man, the great documentary by 
Rescue Dawn director Werner Herzog, which 
tells the true story of another doomed 
animal enthusiast, Timothy Treadwell. Yet 
while Zahn copies Treadwell’s blond bangs 
and nearly childlike naivete,  he has none of 
the late animal activist’s passion or obses-
sive drive. There’s literally nothing driving 
Gaulke and his pathetic band of clueless 
fi lmmakers on their quest, apart from per-
Even fans of stupid humor will 
be bored by this lame comedy
by Matt Fagerholm
Assistant A&E Editor
haps boredom and drug-fueled compulsion. 
This wouldn’t matter if the fi lm was even 
slightly credible as a comedy, but it even 
fails at that.
The director, Fred Wolf, is the writer of 
alleged comedies like Black Sheep,  Joe Dirt 
and Dickie Roberts: Former Child Star—all 
alleged comedies that try to squeeze laughs 
out of cardboard characters doing deliber-
ately stupid things while making funny 
faces.  They also all starred David Spade, 
who could have easily fi lled in for Zahn 
here, but was probably too busy making 
The Benchwarmers 2. Instead,  Wolf wastes a 
halfway-decent cast, including Allen Covert, 
Justin Long,  Robert Patrick and Je  Garlin, 
giving them each exactly one comic note to 
play over and over again. 
Wolf even squanders the comic potential 
of Jonah Hill, who’s reduced to taking the 
Chris Farley role of a grotesque fat man, 
talking in a grating wheeze seemingly 
inspired by Larry the Cable Guy. Joe Don 
Baker continues his streak of starring in 
one bad movie after another, while 91-year-
old Oscar winner Ernest Borgnine gets to 
hurl around phrases like “numb nuts.” 
Each scene lumbers along with the care-
less, informal energy of a blooper reel.  Once 
the script essentially writes itself into a 
corner in the fi nal shot, the actors cheer-
fully break character and laugh at them-
selves as the fi lm runs out of the camera.  As 
in the last two smug Ocean’s fi lms, the real 
joke is on the audience for paying $9.50 to 
sit through such a lazy product.
Gags range from the tedious—a TV 
remote is mistaken for a calculator—to 
the desperate—the audience is repeatedly 
reminded that a key character is named 
“Dick.” After a year where Judd Apatow 
normalized the sight of male genitalia in 
vastly superior comedies like Superbad and 
Walk Hard, Wolf is still banking on the idea 
of “penis as punchline.” Thus, the audi-
ence is treated to extreme close-ups of a 
hand-stitched scrotum and a turkey being 
yanked o  Zahn’s “junk,” stretching it to 
ludicrous lengths.  Zahn scores perhaps the 
fi lm’s only feeble chuckles with his deliv-
ery of such jaw-dropping factual narration 
as, “Less people have been killed by bears 
than in World Wars I and II combined,” and 
“Sharks can only be found in two places, the 
northern and southern hemispheres.” It’s 
the kind of gag that just makes you gag.
There is one shot in the entire fi lm that 
produced any real laughter at the screening 
I attended. It was the footage of a shark 
swimming toward the camera baring 
awkwardly large teeth. Zahn’s narration 
provides the shark with a wheezy cackling 
laugh.  It’s the kind of shot audiences would 
usually watch in deadened silence, but 
Strange Wilderness has a trick up its sleeve. 
It repeats the shot over and over again until 
the audience fi nally succumbs and laughs 
in disbelief. Unluckily for Wilderness, that 
exact shot can be viewed over and over 
again for free in the fi lm’s online trailer. 
Courtesy of The Chronicle, you have just 
been spared $9.50.
mfagerholm@chroniclemail.com
Director: Fred Wolf
Screenwriter: Peter Gaulke &
                       Fred Wolf
Running time: 87 minutes
Rating: R
Now playing at AMC Loews 600 N. Michigan Ave 
F I LM  B I TS
‘Strange Wilderness’
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Least likely words ever to 
come out of my mouth
Brett Marlow, Assistant City Beat Editor Dana Nelson, City Beat Editor
  
CRADLE WILL HISS
Valentine’s Day mistakes 
It’S tRuE that most children have trouble 
falling asleep unless they have a stuffed 
animal to keep them company. 
However, the parents of 7-year-old 
Uorn Sambath have a different type of 
animal companion for their child—a 
16.4-foot-long, 220.4-pound snake. And 
it’s not stuffed.
According to The Associated Press, 
Khuorn Sam Ol and his wife were living 
with their 3-month-old son in Setbo vil-
lage, Cambodia, when a snake the size of 
a thumb slithered into their lives. 
They named the snake “Chamreoun,” 
meaning “Progress,” and allowed it to 
sleep in their son’s cradle.  As the boy 
and snake came of age, they grew close 
and are now a popular tourist attraction 
in their village.
The Associated Press article further 
stated that the snake won’t cause harm 
unless it’s provoked, though it has the 
formidable power to break human 
bones  within its grip.  The snake has 
also proven to be a financial burden on 
the family, devouring over 22 pounds 
of chicken meat each week.   And yet, 
the boy and snake remain best friends. 
People have reportedly started referring 
to the duo as “husband and wife.” 
Of course, it’s always good for a child 
to have a playmate. But in the words of 
Indiana Jones, “Snakes? Why did it have 
to be snakes?!”
by Elaine tsang  
Staff Writer
TOP 5
William O’Brian, Assistant City Beat Editor 
MCT
Assuming your significant other 
doesn’t care about V-Day: “Forgetting” 
to buy a present won’t result in hot sex if 
your sweetheart is expecting romance. 
Make sure there’s an agreement against 
the classic Hallmark holiday before you 
boycott.
Buying skimpy/revealing clothes: It’s 
one thing to dress up for your honey; it’s 
another to pick out an outfit you think 
he/she will wear. You could mistakenly 
buy something too big or too small, and 
your idea of sexy clothing may not align 
with his/hers. 
Inviting friends along: If he/she wants 
to spend time with you, set aside time to 
be alone together.  You don’t have to go 
to the movies or dinner. It’s important 
to cherish the time spent with your love, 
not your friends.  
Spending more than you have: Any 
rational human being will understand 
if you don’t have the dough to take your 
S.O. to the fanciest restaurant in Chi-
cago. So don’t overspend and make your 
date pick up the check when your credit 
card is rejected. 
Dumping your date: Seriously, could 
you pick ANY other time? When every-
one else is all lovey-dovey you’re trying 
to be the Grinch who stole Christmas. 
Cheap rent/big space: I hear my friends 
who live in the trendier neighborhoods 
complain about the miniscule sizes of 
their apartments and bedrooms. Well, 
mine is huge, and I probably pay less than 
they do.  Ha! 
Easy getaway: Whenever I want to take 
a break from the hustle and bustle of the 
city, it’s easy because the ’burbs are basi-
cally my backyard. Hopping a train to 
Evanston where it’s much more quaint 
and quiet than the Loop is a nice relief 
sometimes. 
Seclusion: Often times my friends don’t 
like to travel to visit me, but it works in 
my favor too.  “Oh no, it’s too far …  I under-
stand.” It’s the perfect, no-hurt-feelings 
excuse for a little “me time” without a 
made-up excuse. 
Transportation: Within blocks, I have 
access to the Red, Purple and Yellow Lines, 
plus two buses and a Metra station. It 
makes getting anywhere in the city pretty 
easy and convenient when the RTA is oper-
ating effectively. 
My view: I occupy a unit on the top floor 
of my building, which is the tallest on 
my street.  I like to call it my penthouse 
because my nearly panoramic view of the 
skyline is amazing.  It’s great on New Year’s 
Eve—four fireworks shows at once.
Reasons I don’t mind living 
on the Far North Side
I’ll have another Pina Colada: Gener-
ally speaking, a guy with the last name 
O’Brian might tend to drink any number 
of beverages, but a Pina Colada is not 
one of them. 
Please break my legs instead: There 
is really no scenario that would make 
those five words attractive. Even if some-
one were about to do some unimagin-
ably painful thing to my person and I 
hoped that I might be able to suggest 
something less painful, I would never 
say such a thing.
The word “sexy” in reference to some-
thing that’s just not sexy: A restaurant, 
an interesting business plan or anything 
having to do with office furniture is just 
not sexy.
A joke that starts with “Yo Mama”: 
A joke that starts with “Yo Mama” is 
told to five large men that I don’t know 
standing on a street corner is gener-
ally a bad idea. I think this one is in the 
inner-city handbook for boys; you just 
don’t live very long if you don’t know 
this one.
I wish that winter was just a little 
longer: I grew-up in the Northeast and 
now live in Chicago.  Need I say more? 
—M. Fagerholm
if you look around, neckerchiefs 
are the new scarves of this 
season. The lighter version of 
the traditional scarf, neckerchiefs 
can be tied to look like a bib and 
the knot can be positioned at the 
back of the neck, the front of the 
neck or on the shoulder. The best 
part is you can cover your face to 
keep warm. Celebrities like Amy 
Winehouse and Mary Kate olsen 
have been spotted sporting the 
diverse neckerchief looks.        
At Columbia, senior arts, 
entertainment and media 
management major Andrew 
De leon matched his Puma 
neckerchief with his black and 
white layered scoop neck T-shirts. 
he coordinated his high-collar 
black peacoat with his dark-wash 
levi’s organic skinny jeans with 
green stitching, sporting an off-
beat style. De leon topped off 
his ensemble with his blue, green 
and white striped beanie, D-ring 
belt and his blue-and-white Circa 
skater shoes with a zipper at the 
tongue. his thick Versace lenses 
and an oversized Coach tote bag, 
black and white like his Puma 
neckerchief, completed the look. 
“i guess if you had to classify 
my style, i’m a hip-er-ist” De leon 
said.  “i like different shapes and 
silhouettes, and i’m not brand 
loyal.”
in this typical Chicago winter, 
wearing a scarf or neckerchief is 
a must to get through the cold 
weather. if you get sick of your 
scarves, try sporting the neckerchief 
look. You can have fun with it by 
being creative with the variety of 
colors and patterns. neckerchiefs 
are also easy to make on your own. 
Simply cut a square out of any type 
fabric you desire and tie it around 
your neck.  
if you decide to be creative with 
neckerchiefs, it is a cost-efficient 
way to keep your neck warm in this 
crazy, unpredictable weather.  
Have a question about current 
trends or want to recommend one? 
E-mail us at chronicle@colum.edu. 
elaine Tsang is a senior fashion  
design major at Columbia.
check me out
Andrew De leon’s neckercheif and tote bag are part of his 
‘hip-er-ist’ style.
                                               Andrew A. nelles The ChroniCle
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Meet Market takes singles for a wild ride 
WHILE SOME singles turn to the Internet or 
speed dating to fi nd a connection, others are 
exploring more lively, interactive venues to 
fi nd their perfect mates.  
Meet Market Adventures, a singles event 
club, is one of several companies targeting 
singles who are bored with online dating, 
speed dating events and mixers. The club 
o ers more adventurous ways to gather and 
meet with other unattached Chicagoans. 
Instead of the typical dinner meet-ups or 
martini mixers hosted by dating services, 
singles are signing up to meet others at 
entertaining activities involving paintball 
matches, snowtubing and cross-country 
skiing. 
Eight years ago, Meet Market Adventures 
started in Toronto, but now has expanded to 
12 cities in North America, including Chi-
cago. Dorota Simpson, president of Meet 
Market Adventures Chicago, said Meet 
Market opened a Chicago location in May 
2007 because of the large demand for a sin-
gles event coordinator in the Chicago area.
“Chicago is the third largest market for 
singles in North America, so there’s defi -
nitely a need,” Simpson said. “[People in 
their late 20s] are the people who are tired 
of doing the bar scene and just going drink-
ing and they want to try something new in 
Meet Market Adventures organizes events like sky diving, snowboarding and other energetic activities for 
singles who are bored with the normal dating scene. 
Courtesy DOROTA SIMPSON
Events company provides 
adventurous activities to 
make connections 
by Jessica Galliart 
A&E Editor 
a di erent kind of atmosphere.”
With most dating services or singles 
event companies, men and women can feel 
pressured by expectations for dates to go 
well, Simpson said.  But the adventure factor 
at events like sky diving or rock climbing, 
organized by Meet Market, can help relieve 
some of that pressure. 
No membership fees are required to 
attend the events, but participants are 
accepted on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis 
by signing up to attend on the company’s 
website. Every week, the company hosts a SEE SINGLES, »  PG. 22
handful of events, which usually allow a 
maximum of 10-20 people—with the excep-
tion of the “Anti-Valentines Day After Work 
Party” on Feb. 14, which has a maximum of 
150 people, with 26 spots left at press time. 
The website is also continuously updated 
to show how many spots are available for 
a specifi c event. 
“We don’t do any matchmaking; we don’t 
guarantee there’s going to be [a] 50/50 split, 
females to male,” Simpson said. “We just 
focus on the event at hand.”
Local dating coach Patti Feinstein said 
events like the Meet Market activities pro-
vide singles with an interactive fi rst date 
in a natural setting. 
“It’s not like online dating where you 
have to go and sit with a stranger,” Fein-
stein said. “I don’t want an interview. What 
happens is it gives you something to talk 
about afterward. On a fi rst date, even with 
someone you do know, you get nervous and 
don’t know what to talk about.”
Aside from fi nding a signifi cant other, 
Feinstein said these events provide oppor-
tunities for networking and meeting new 
people as friends. 
“The other thing that you’re getting out 
of it is you’re increasing your network of 
people you know,” Feinstein said. “You’re 
never going to know enough people. It’s like 
looking for a job. You want to put your eggs 
in as many baskets as possible; it’s another 
avenue to meet people.”
Most of the people who participate in 
Meet Market events are between the ages 
of 25 and 50. Although college-aged men 
and women are not the company’s target 
audience, Simpson said college students in 
their early 20s could still enjoy some of the 
activities and gatherings. 
“They are more than welcome to come,” 
Simpson said. “[If they would come] depends 
on the event. Something like a pub crawl or 
an after work party [might attract] them 
more.”
As a freshman art history major, Sarah 
Tromp said she meets most people by 
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Meet Market participants can choose from a variety of events, including after work parties, pottery classes, 
sky diving and paintballing tournaments. 
Courtesy DoroTa SiMpSon
living on campus at the University Center 
of Chicago, 525 S. State St., and through 
classes. Tromp said she probably would not 
attend singles events like the ones at Meet 
Market.
“It’s not really my thing,” Tromp said. 
“Especially being a smoker, I usually meet a 
lot of people outside while we suffer togeth-
er in the cold.” 
Feinstein said college students probably 
shy away from singles events because they 
meet people through classes, already have 
an inner circle of friends or simply can’t 
afford such events. 
“College students who are just gradu-
ating don’t have any money, and college 
students have a social group of friends,” 
Feinstein said. “When you turn 29, your 
circle of friends decreases because you’re 
not surrounded by a group of people that 
are into the same things you are.”
Meet Market events vary from month to 
month, but events during February include 
an evening of skiing and snowboarding at 
Wilmot Mountain in Wisconsin, ice skating 
in Millenium Park, poker nights at local 
bars and pottery classes at a pottery studio. 
Simpson said the variety of events helps 
reach out to different people looking for an 
alternative to the average dating activity.  
“I think by creating this concept and this 
kind of atmosphere it’s much easier [to meet 
people],” Simpson said. “We’re creating that 
no-pressure environment, no expectations, 
for people that are there for friends. They 
often have common interests, whether it’s 
rock climbing, sky diving, if they’re more 
adventurous, or it could just be a wine 
tasting event or an intro to pottery [class]. 
Depending on what they’re interested in, 
you’re definitely going to meet people with 
common interests.”
For more information about Meet Market 
Adventures, visit their website at MeetMarket-
Adventures.com/Events/Chicago. 
jgalliart@chroniclemail.com
SingleS: x
Continued from PG. 21
Events include everything from 
pottery classes to sky diving 
Singles Anti-Valentine’s 
Day After Work Party 
Where: Jilly’s Too!, 1009 n. rush St., 
lower level  
When: Feb. 14, 6:30 p.m.
Cost: $14.99, sign up at 
MeetMarketadventures.com/events/
Chicago
EvEnt  b i ts
Columbia College Chicago's Film & Video Department and Critical Encounters presents a special Cinema Slapdown 
screening and debate of Gordon Parks Jr's 1972 lm Super Fly. Does Super Fly celebrate the spirit of urban Black 
independence or glorify the American pimp? Is Priest a revolutionary reinvention of the proud African-American male or the 
embodiment of a new and ugly stereotype? Is the difference between good and bad only a matter of whose ox is being 
Shafted? Does this classic of ‘70’s blaxploitation demand that we suspend our morality along with our disbelief? Join 
Columbia College Chicago faculty members Vaun Monroe (standin’ with the ‘y) and George Bailey (stickin’ it to the movie) 
for a spirited debate of one of the most controversial and inuential lms ever made. Referee'd by Ron Falzone, Columbia 
College Chicago faculty member and host of Talk Cinema.
CINEMA
SLAPDOWN
ROUND 8
SUPERFLYTHURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2008 AT 7 PM
FILM ROW CINEMA, 1104 S. WABASH, 8TH FLOOR
GORDON PARKS JR.'S
FOR INFORMATION C
ALL 312/344-6708
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Sweet Traditions
bout 40 miles away from downtown 
Chicago’s bustling streets and towering 
skyscrapers, candymakers in white pants and 
white smocks work in their own lively atmo-
sphere dutifully mixing ingredients, cooking 
thick syrup and shining candy pellets to per-
fection in an atmosphere heavy with a sweet, 
sugary scent.
Inside, loud, towering metal machines com-
bine sugar, fruit puree and other ingredients in 
giant vats as corn starch molds shape candy 
goo into the desired bean shape and giant, 
round pans spin, polish and perfect each jelly 
bean morsel.
At the Jelly Belly Candy Company factory in 
North Chicago, about 50,000 pounds of candy 
are made per day, said Jim McGovern, the 
plant’s manager. 
Throughout the lively facility, metal chutes 
spit out pounds of candy, like jelly beans, to 
transport it from department to department, 
down from the upper  oors, as steam and sugar 
baths drench candy pieces during the intricate 
candy-making process.
The Jelly Belly factory is not the only candy 
factory in the Chicago area. In fact, Chicago has 
a long history of confectioners. 
However, in recent years some candy fac-
tories have closed, been relocated or bought 
out. Despite the changes in the industry, it still 
remains a substantial and viable part of the 
Chicago economy.
Chicago is known as the candy capital of the 
world, said Matt Hancock, director of the Food 
and Candy Institute, 3411 W. Diversey Ave., a 
part of the Center for Labor and Community 
Research. More candy has been cranked out 
by workers of the Chicago candy industry than 
any other metro area in the United States, he 
said. 
Within the city there are 23 sugar and confec-
tionary manufacturers, where more than 6,000 
people work, according to the 2002 Economic 
Census.
Although the industry has seen a dramatic 
decline in the overall number of people work-
ing in candy production , Chicago is the largest 
employer of candy production workers as well as 
the most diversi ed industry—even more than 
the Hershey’s Company in Harrisburg, Penn.
In Chicago alone, there’s everything from 
chocolate to novelty items being manufactured.
In the Near West Side of the city, the aroma 
of sweet chocolate permeates the air, as it has 
since 1939.
Blommer Chocolate Factory, 600 W. Kinzie 
St., has produced bulk chocolate products to 
be used by other confectioners for more than 
60 years, said Stacey Kidd, sales support and 
marketing manager for the company.
This is one of many candy companies that 
make up Chicago’s rich confectionary history.
he Chicago candy industry started when 
European immigrants who settled in Chica-
go brought their candy-making skills with them, 
Hancock said.
The Ferrara Pan Candy Company, 7301 W. 
Harrison St. in Forest Park, known for Lemon-
heads and Atomic Fireballs, was founded in 
1908 by Italian immigrants and is still owned 
by the same family, said Salvatore Ferrara, the 
company’s president and CEO. 
Similarly, the Jelly Belly facility has been open, 
in the same location, since 1914 and is still 
owned by its founders, the Goelitz family, said 
Tomi Holt, spokeswoman for the company. The 
Goelitz brothers, German immigrants, opened 
their  rst store in Belleville, Ill., in 1869, accord-
ing to a press release.
Confectioners like the Goelitz family enjoyed 
the many conveniences the Chicago area 
offered, resulting in the industry’s boom.
The Midwest is a good location for making 
candy because the raw ingredients used to 
make candy, like milk and corn syrup, are readily 
available, Hancock said.
Confectioners also had a convenient mode of 
transportation to move their products.
Hancock said Chicago has always been an 
important transportation hub with its port, 
trains and extensive highways.
“You’ve got the know-how and the raw materi-
als to make good candy, then you’ve got the 
transportation infrastructure to get it out from 
the city to your clients,” Hancock said.
ut the industry has seen changes over 
the years. Companies like Brach’s, which 
manufactured caramels and other bulk candy, 
is now owned by Farley’s & Sathers Candy Com-
pany in Minnesota. In the past year, Peerless 
Candy, which manufactured hard candy, closed, 
Hancock said. Yet new and innovative confec-
tionaries, such as Vosges Haut-Chocolate, which 
produces truf es and other chocolate products 
with atypical ingredients, like Mexican chilies, 
have opened up. And old, well-known companies 
remain, as well.
“It’s an industry of contrasting dynamics,” 
Hancock said.
One issue the industry in the United States 
is facing is the high cost of sugar, Ferrara said. 
The United States protects its farmers with 
subsidies, so sugar is expensive, he said. Sugar 
can cost 12 cents per pound in other places in 
the world, but it often costs 25 cents per pound 
in the United States, he said.
Nevertheless, sugar and its products are 
poured at the Jelly Belly factory 16 hours a day 
with McGovern at the helm.
The  rst step in the candy production begins 
in the kitchen where the ingredients are mixed 
and cooked. For a raspberry jelly bean, Amador 
Rodriguez, a cook, mixed raspberry puree and 
cooked candy, which has a yellow tint and is 
slow and thick like syrup. He also mixed in 
clear liquids, which add color and  avor to the 
mixture.
On the  oor below, the freshly cooked and 
mixed candy is put on trays made of cornstarch 
that mold that shape of the center of the candy 
into any form. There are 1,260 impressions of 
jelly beans in each tray, McGovern said. In one 
minute, 26 trays are processed by the machine—
that’s 32,760 beans in one minute.
The trays are stacked in a dry room and 
baked at 140 degrees overnight. The next day, 
the cornstarch-mold machine dumps the hard-
ened candy. The beans are then fed through a 
steam table to moisten them. They are then fed 
through a curtain of sugar, which McGovern said 
“starts to build up the jelly bean” and helps 
them from sticking together.
“[So far,] this is the easy part,” McGovern 
said.
The candy gets stored for one or two days 
and then the manual part of the candy-making 
process begins.
About 300 pounds, or 17 trays, are hand 
lifted and thrown into large, round, spinning 
metal pans, which have a large opening on 
the front.
Colored and  avored syrup as well as sugar 
are added to the jelly bean centers as they spin 
to engross the candy, or build a shell.
Workers, like Roberto Bahena, lift about 2,400 
pounds of candy in just one batch, transferring 
each tray  lled with 300 pounds of candy in and 
out of the eight spinning pans, McGovern said. 
Most workers in this department lift a total of 
9,600 pounds per day, he said.
Those 300 pounds of beans are transferred
1. Puree
Amador Rodriguez 
weighs raspberry puree 
to be mixed with liquid 
candy in order to create 
raspberry jelly beans.
2. mold
Cornstarch molding trays 
fi lled with raspberry jelly 
bean mixture move along 
an assembly line at the 
Jelly Belly factory.
3. Sugar coat
Unfi nished jelly beans 
receive a coating of 
sugar, which helps to 
build up the shape of the 
jelly bean as well as pre-
vent them from sticking 
together.
4. Candy coat
Roberto Bahena moves 
his hand through unfi n-
ished jelly beans inside 
of a large rotating pan. 
The pans are used to 
smooth the candy and 
apply the  shell.
5. Sort
A worker sorts through 
finished jelly beans, 
mixing the pastel colored 
“spring mix.”
6. Package
Marcelina Martinez pack-
ages boxes of 10 jelly 
bean fl avors, including 
buttered popcorn, blue-
berry, watermelon and 
licorice.
A
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 by hand back into the plastic trays to equilibrate for two days.
 On top of making the candy, the plant ask packages the candy on site.
McGovern oversees day-to-day operations like schedules and production as 
well as about 180 employees at the Jelly Belly factory, which he has been with 
for three years. 
He has worked in the Chicago candy industry for 35 years. With a degree in 
chemistry from the University of Illinois at Chicago, he began working as a chemist 
in the food industry in quality control, for instance, checking how much vanilla 
was in vanilla extract. Working in the food industry led to candy, he said.
During his years in the candy industry, McGovern has seen larger companies 
buy out smaller companies, and small companies disappear altogether. He said 
such modest confectioners can’t keep up the costs of labor and regulation.
“The decline [in manufacturers] is due to the competition and costs in general,” 
he said. “It’s dif cult to make a piece of candy today and sell it.”
He said Jelly Belly pays more for labor, insurance and other costs than compa-
nies that have outsourced their production, while also using premium ingredients. 
But as long as the company can sell the products for more than they cost to 
make, the business does well, he said.
Although the industry isn’t as robust as it was in the past, it still has an impor-
tant effect on the Chicago economy. Confectionaries employ a large number of 
people, but manufacturing of any kind has a “multiplier effect” on the rest of the 
economy, Hancock said.
“Not only are they providing jobs directly, each job in manufacturing creates 
three jobs in other parts of the economy,” Hancock said.
And because raw materials and services are so important to the economy, 
manufacturing drives development in the economy, he said.
The industry continues to thrive, though on a different scale than in the past, 
and some companies—such as Blommer and Jelly Belly—expand. In addition, 
the production of Frango mints, the famed Marshall Field’s bonbons, has returned 
to Chicago at Cupid Candies, 7637 S. Western Ave., on the South Side, Hancock 
said.
McGovern, who cheerfully greets each factory employee by name and has jelly 
bean shaped business cards in different “ avors,” said the candy industry is the 
best in the food business.
“If you’re in sweets, how can you be anything but sweet?” McGovern asked.
.26
Jelly Belly Center, tour and retail store
 10100 Jelly Belly Lane, Pleasant Prairie, Wisc.
Blommer Chocolate Store 
600 W. Kinzie St.
Vosges Haut-Chocolat 
951 W. Armitage Ave. and 520 N. Michigan Ave.
Margie’s Candies     
1960 N. Western Ave.
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Romero makes another ‘Night’ to remember
At age 68, legendary writer/director George A. Romero presents his latest installment 
in his zombie horror franchise, ‘Diary of the Dead.’
AP
BITTEN BY a zombie, his fate sealed, 
a character in George A. Romero’s 
new film mutters to a friend, 
“Shoot me.” The friend fi rst points 
a video camera at the man, and 
then a gun.
Romero’s latest zombie film 
uses the same handheld, subjec-
tive camera approach as The Blair 
Witch Project and Cloverfi eld. Call-
ing into question the morals and 
motives of whoever is fi lming, it 
makes the case that YouTube and 
MySpace are as frightening as the 
walking dead.
“If Hitler were alive today, he 
wouldn’t have to stand out in 
that square. He could just put out 
a blog and he’d have millions of 
followers,” Romero told The Asso-
ciated Press in an interview.  “It’s 
completely uncontrolled. It’s not 
information, it’s opinion.  And it’s 
scary.  You can get an audience no 
matter what your opinion is.”
In Romero’s Diary of the Dead, 
opening in limited release Feb. 15, 
footage is purported to have been 
fi lmed by survivors of a wave of 
zombies, then pieced together 
with news clips and scenes from 
surveillance cameras. The camera-
man at one point decides he can’t 
run to help his friends o -screen 
because he’s busy charging cam-
corder batteries.
Romero, who now lives in 
Toronto, said he made his fi fth 
zombie fi lm in 20 days with a $2 
million budget.  
The result is a raw, ragged tale 
more reminiscent of his landmark 
fi rst movie, 1968’s Night of the Living 
Dead, than the explosion- and star-
fi lled 2005 box o  ce fl op, Land of 
the Dead.
“I could see this going toward 
Thunderdome,” Romero said, refer-
ring to Mel Gibson’s third Mad Max 
movie. “I really fl ed. This was not 
the direction I wanted to go. ...  I 
was trying to escape and really 
get back to the basics, back to 
the roots. Do a really small, truly 
independent fi lm that was in my 
control, entirely.”
Diary begins with a group of 
college students fi lming a zombie 
movie as a school project. Through 
his mostly unknown actors, 
Romero complains about the 
modern state of the sub-genre he 
helped create.
“Zombies don’t move fast!”
“Could somebody please explain 
to me why girls in scary movies 
have to fall down?”
“There’s always an audience 
for horror ... with an underlying 
thread of social satire.”
The lines make for good insider 
laughs. But one worries that the 
zombie king might have gotten 
too self-aware for his own good.
“You just wish you could loboto-
mize yourself, and just do a thing 
that’s really on instinct,” he said. 
“There’s always a certain self-con-
sciousness. And you worry about 
that.”
‘Dead’ director brings a 
new zombie adventure to 
theaters
by Ryan Pearson
Previous Dead movies poked at 
the Vietnam War,  racism,  con-
sumerism,  militarism and class 
di erences. (Remakes and hom-
ages, including Zack Snyder’s 
successful 2004 Dawn of the Dead, 
have largely steered clear of overt 
commentary.) Romero said he 
wouldn’t do the work if he couldn’t 
mix in politics.
“People say you’re trapped in 
this genre,” he said. “You’re a 
horror guy. I say wait a minute, I’m 
able to say exactly what I think, 
I’m able to talk about, comment 
about, take snapshots of what’s 
going on at the time. I don’t feel 
trapped. I feel like this is my way 
of being able to express myself.”
Up next, Romero is plotting a 
potential sequel to Diary of the 
Dead. Surprisingly, it would be his 
fi rst direct follow-up. While the 
previous Dead movies are linked 
thematically, they feature di er-
ent sets of characters and di erent 
versions of the apocalypse.
“The only way I can see to do 
it is to continue this story about 
this theme,” he said. “There’s a lot 
more I could say.”
AP
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http://ATHLETICS.COLUM.EDU
Baseball - Cycling - Soccer - Wrestling
Cross Country - Capoeira
Tennis - Fast-Pitch Softball - 16” Softball
Volleyball - Women’s Basketball
Men’s Basketball - Flag Football - Raquetball 
Women’s Lacrosse - Men’s Lacrosse 
Ultimate Frisbee - Cheerleading - Swimming
Dance - Cheerleading - Rugby - Paintball
Want to sign up?  Don’t see your interest on the list?  
NO PROBLEM! Visit
 
Baseball
NEXT GAME: Sunday Sept. 17th at NEIU at  2:30pm
Free classes for Columbia students held at the fitness 
center loocated at Roosevelt University - Marvin Moss 
Center at 425 S. Wabash, 4th Floor.
*Pilates- Every Wednesday in September 4:30-5:30pm
*Abs- Thursdays 6-6:30pm
*Cardio Kickbox- Thursdays 6:30-7:00pm
Student Athletics Association (Renegades)
1104 S. Wabash Lower Level Office A
The Renegades are looking for anyone interested in 
being our Marketing-Events Coordinator!
Please contact us through our website if interested.
The Renegades are looking for sponsors!  If your business
would like to sponsor club sports, please email us at:
Athletics@colum.edu
CURRENT SPORTS
CURRENT SPORTS INTERESTS
ANNOUNCMENTS
Columbia Athletes PACK the HUB!
Renegades
C O L U M B I A  C O L L E G E  C H I C A G O
On Wednesday, September 13th, the Renegades held an athletics meeting 
for all students interested in playing or starting a club sport on campus. The 
meeting was held in the HUB. The meeting room was packed!  The purpose 
of the meeting was to act as a launching pad for all new sports interests to 
become recognized on campus.  If you’re not already signed up for a club 
sport but would like to be, please visit our website at 
http://athletics.colum.edu.  You can also contact the Renegades by calling 
their office (312)344-6917 or stopping by thier office in the HUB, located at 
1104 S. Wabash, Lower Level. 
Cheerleading
Interested in cheerleading?  Come to 1104 S. Wabash
in the Conaway Center on Tues. Sept. 26th at 5:30pm.
Softball
Interested in softball?  Come to 1104 S. Wabash
in the Conaway Center on Tues. Sept. 26th at 3:00pm.
FITNES AND INTRAMURALS
C4 Cycling
1st. Meeting - Tues. Sept. 19th 624 S. Michigan RM. 1409
5PM. - Food to Eat & Gifts to Give!
Director and Screenwriter:
George A. Romero
Running time: 95 minutes
Rating: R
The film will premiere in Chicago on
Feb. 15 at AMC Piper’s Alley 4,
1608 N. Wells St.
For showtimes: call (312) 642-6275 
F I LM  INFO
‘Diary of the Dead’
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‘Persepolis’ fi nds the universal in the specifi c
Marjane Satrapi turned her graphic novel into the Oscar-nominated animated feature ‘Persepolis,’ now 
playing in Chicago.
Tim Hunt THE CHRONICLE
WHEN MARJANE Satrapi enters a room, it 
looks as if she has just walked o  the pages 
of a comic book. Her wildly energetic hand 
gestures and exuberant voice illustrate her 
fi ery passion better than any artist could. 
It’s only natural that Satrapi has turned 
her life into literature, the acclaimed graph-
ic novels Persepolis and Persepolis 2.  
Together, they span 16 years of Satrapi’s 
life as her childhood in Iran is interrupted 
by the Islamic Revolution. As she grew 
older, she discovered punk rock and hero-
ically stood up against the fundamentalist 
repression overtaking her country. Eventu-
ally, at age 14, Satrapi was exiled and forced 
to leave her family, and her past, behind.
Her story has now been made into a fi lm, 
Persepolis, directed by Satrapi and Vincent 
Paronnaud. It won the Jury Prize at last 
year’s Cannes Film Festival and has now 
received an Oscar nomination for Best 
Animated Feature. Satrapi recently spoke 
with The Chronicle about the experience 
of turning memories into art, and how her 
fi lm is a reaction against repression across 
the world. 
The Chronicle: How were you able to so 
vividly recall 16 years of your life?
Marjane Starapi: I have a very good 
memory. But there is also something else. I 
have been exiled from the age of 14. When 
you are an exiled person, it is extremely 
di  cult to think about the future. If you 
look at the literature of most of the exiled 
people, they always talk about the past. 
Because in order to project yourself to the 
future, you always need your past to lean on, 
and on that you can make a jump forward. 
Plus, I didn’t have my parents by my side. 
I always had to remember where I came 
from in order to not lose myself.
What was it like having an army of fi lm-
makers working to tell your life story?
It was very difficult because I am a 
solitarian person, and I love to work with 
myself. I love to be all alone, left in peace to 
do whatever I want. On the fi lm, you have 
to take care of 100 people who want to draw 
like you, and they want to draw you.  At the 
beginning I hated all of them. For the fi rst 
few months of seeing them I was like, “God, 
kill them all!” Then I got used to them, and 
then fi nally I enjoyed them a lot because, 
as people, they embraced the project. It 
was like 100 people at the same time had 
Author Marjane Satrapi brings 
her life story to the big screen  
by Matt Fagerholm
Assistant A&E Editor
the same goal.  People would come up with 
incredible ideas, and my goal was to make 
a good movie, so if they came with a good 
idea, we took it.
How have audiences in other oppressed 
parts of the world reacted to your fi lm?
Lots of people in America say they can 
make so many parallels between this story 
and what’s happening today in this coun-
try, the way that the freedoms are taken one 
after the other. The basis of fundamental-
ism is, “If you are not with me, then you are 
against me,” which is the silliest thing to 
say. We can just think di erently [without 
being] enemies. 
I lived in a home where my family was 
very open-minded, and the repression came 
from outside. I saw a guy from Arkansas 
here. He was living in this Christian family, 
where he didn’t have the right to listen to 
rock music when he was a child. So the 
country is democratic, but you live the 
repression from within your family.  You 
live the repression by watching Fox News.
President Bush did memorably say, “If 
you are not with us, then you’re with the 
terrorists.”
Not only did he [say] that, but your presi-
dent also used the same terminology as a 
fanatic of my country. You know, they say 
read the Koran, he says read the Bible; 
they’re God’s best friend, he’s God’s best 
friend. They’re fi ghting against the great 
Satan, he’s fi ghting against the Axis of Evil. 
It’s the same terminology. But coming 
from the President of the biggest secular 
democracy in the world is extremely scary. 
America is a great country with extremely 
warmhearted people.  I love America. I hate 
George W. Bush.
Ever thought of going into politics?
Never! What I make is so anti-political. 
Politics is about bringing an easy answer 
to a very complicated question.  I don’t have 
any answer to give. But what I can [do] is try 
to take a step back and show that things are 
complex. The complexity makes us think. 
And this is an anti-fanatic work, because 
fanaticism presses on the button of emo-
tion. From the moment that you press on 
the emotion of people, you can have them 
out shouting, “Burn!” That’s where educa-
tion and culture matters.  They certainly do 
not solve all the problems of the world, but 
it helps us be less stupid.
The characters of God and Marx seem 
to parallel each other in ‘Persepolis.’
Absolutely. This whole idea of Marxism, 
of not believing in anything, is the same as 
believing in something. You just look at the 
Roman Empire. Until it was polytheistic, 
the Roman Empire was extremely pow-
erful; the second they became Christian, 
that was the beginning of the end, because 
when they conquered other countries, they 
wanted to change the mind of people. The 
Muslim Empire was vast. From the second 
they lost in the war, then they started being 
fanatics with people. This lack of tolerance 
destroys you.
What role did your grandmother play 
in your life?
My grandmother never believed in moral-
ity.  She always told me that morality gives 
you lots of duty, but never gives you any 
right. Plus, morality is something relative. 
Lying is not good. But lying to save the life of 
friends, is it still bad?  She believed in ethics, 
which allow you to decide what is good 
for you, and not care so much about what 
people say. If the majority of what people 
say is right was right, then we should live 
in paradise. We are living in a b------- world. 
That means that [the] majority of people 
aren’t right, so f--- this majority. That is 
where the free-thinking starts.
Do you strive to make your art acces-
sible to a worldwide audience?
I don’t have any condescendence toward 
the popular art. I don’t like elitist art. For 
me, I never wanted to make something that 
only a group of people would understand. 
If you have the references and you have 
the culture, you will have another level 
of understanding. For me, that is what I 
wanted to do. 
Something I have always fought against 
is cynicism. It’s the most natural thing in 
the world, for anyone with a little bit of 
brain to become cynical. Life is so much 
a question of disillusion. I’m supposed to 
be cynical, so no—f--- it. I’m not going to 
be cynical. 
Despite everything, I want to believe 
in the human being because the human 
being is capable of the worst, but human 
beings are also capable of the most beauti-
ful things. Until my last whisper, I will keep 
the stars in my eyes.
mfagerholm@chroniclemail.com
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Local designers spin silk screens
by Derek Kucynda
Assistant A&E Editor
The lighTs start to dim and the audience 
waits with bated breath as their favorite 
band makes their way on stage. Suddenly, 
the stage lights come to life and pulsat-
ing songs commence. Sounds reverberate 
around the venue as the concertgoers begin 
to plummet into frenzied enthusiasm.
These types of concerts are frequented 
by graphic designers, who are also screen 
printers, hoping to find creative ideas there. 
They have the chance to become a fan and 
create posters for a specific band or concert. 
Daniel MacAdam and David Head are two 
such screen printers in Chicago who create 
concert posters through the process of silk-
screening. 
In order to create these posters, the 
screen printers research bands and study 
music styles to try and capture the spirit 
of the band. Many of the designers begin 
by scouting venues and bands interested in 
their work. Even in the era of new technol-
ogy, screen printers have stuck to the basics 
and focused on intensifying the artistic 
aspect of their work.
“A lot of graphic designers these days are 
used to doing everything on a computer,” 
MacAdam said. “I use the computer as a 
tool, but I still take advantage of the silk 
screen process.”
MacAdam said the silk screen process, 
the most common method designers use to 
create concert posters, is a procedure where 
a photo emulsion, or photo blend, is placed 
on a transparency and laid on a screen. 
From there, the designer uses a squeegee to 
spread the ink out on the open white spaces 
of the screen. Switching screens and using 
different colors allows for more colors on 
the final design. MacAdam said he prefers 
the silk screen process, as opposed to other 
pricey processes, because it is an inexpen-
sive method for artists to get a professional 
and eye-catching result.
“The silk screen process is uniquely labor 
intensive, not capital intensive,” Mac-
Adam said. “The silk screen process puts 
the means of production in the hands of 
under-resourced artists [who] otherwise 
wouldn’t be able to produce their own 
work cost effectively.” MacAdam said he 
has made posters for Metro, 3730 N. Clark 
St., for almost 10 years. Steve Reidell, the 
art director for Metro, said he would like to 
continue working with MacAdam to create 
concert posters in the future.
“[MacAdam] has great style and under-
stands the idea of screen-printing concert 
posters,” Reidell said. “He’s extremely effi-
cient and always sticks to deadlines.  The 
bottom line is we like his work and [enjoy] 
working with him.”
MacAdam has worked with The Smash-
ing Pumpkins, Wilco and Sonic Youth, as 
well as some obscure artists, and said he 
gets his ideas for his designs by becoming 
a fan. 
“If you’re not familiar with the music, 
there is no way you can create something 
and have an idea for visual representation 
of the music,” MacAdam said.
David Lewis, who is currently the cre-
ative industry liaison for Columbia’s Port-
folio Center and has worked on publicity 
campaigns for musicians like Death Cab 
for Cutie and Bright Eyes, said visual rep-
resentation, like concert posters, is easier 
to produce now because it’s affordable.  He 
said the silk screen process allows design-
ers to be more creative and original with 
their work. He also said poster designers 
tend to adapt to a specific regional style, 
depending on where they live and work.
“Poster artists that are coming out of the 
East Coast are vastly different than those 
that come out of the West Coast,” Lewis 
said. “I see a lot of posters in Chicago that 
Chicago screen printers mix 
music and multimedia art to 
create concert posters
are more comic[ally] influenced, because 
there is a strong alternative comic scene 
here, and I see a lot of posters on the West 
Coast that have more of a post-modern 
[look] to them.”
Lewis said artists can take designs and 
have many color copies made at an afford-
able price. Because of the affordability of 
silk screening, artists can now use a variety 
of color schemes and designs on their post-
ers. However, Lewis said the best posters he 
has seen are the ones that stay simple.
“You have to convey the very basic infor-
mation and do it in a very iconic, easy-to-
read, enticing way and with a limited pal-
ette,” Lewis said.
see POsTeRs, x  PG. 31
(Top) Designer David Head said he likes to utilize soft colors and often implements a tactile 
quality to his prints so the posters can embody the palpable presence of the bands and 
their music. (Above) Local concert halls commission artists like Head to create posters 
for musicians who perform at their venues. 
Jody Warner THE CHRONICLE
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As far as venues go, where do you 
like to play shows in Chicago?
Oak Park resident and massage therapist 
Coffey Roberson was realistic about his 
chances at getting a shot. 
“Its like playing the lottery; someone’s 
gotta win,” he said. 
The classic 1990s TV show was revamped 
and re-released in January on NBC. Film-
ing for the second season is due to start in 
LA before April, and NBC has been holding 
open casting calls around the country. 
—Story and photos by Dan Thompson
What can fans expect from the new 
album the band is working on?
How have you and the band’s 
other Columbia graduates 
used what you learned in your 
respective majors to move the band 
forward?
What do you like about the 
Chicago music scene?
How has the band and your music 
changed since?
The Chronicle: What were some 
of the band’s goals when you first 
started in 2005?
PREMIUM BLEND
The Sapiens
Q
Q
Q
Q
Q
Hopefuls lined the blocks surrounding 
Crunch Fitness,  38 E. Grand Ave.,  on Feb. 2 
to audition for the second season of NBC’s 
hit comeback physical reality show “Ameri-
can Gladiators.” 
More than 200 people showed up for 
Chicago’s open casting call. The line was 
full of everyone from construction work-
ers to insurance salesmen,  many of whom 
waited more than four hours outside in 
the cold. 
After seeing the large line of participants, 
(left to right) David Veller, Charlie nadler, evan Sears, David Fine and Matt Witt comprise The Sapiens, a 
local group who call themselves a ‘DiY band.’ Veller, Sears and Witt are Columbia alumni. 
Courtesy The SAPienS
Q
Windy City warriors 
Drawn together in 2005 by both their 
mutual musical influences and mutual 
friends, The Sapiens, a high-energy rock 
group from Chicago, have spent the past 
three years building a name for themselves 
in the local music scene.  Of the current 
five-piece band, three of its original mem-
bers—Evan Sears on vocals, David Veller on 
bass and Matt Witt on keyboards—each met 
at and graduated from Columbia in majors 
unrelated to the music industry.
Now with a new drummer, David Fine, 
their guitarist, Charlie Nadler, and their 
rhythms and beats that are impossible 
to avoid dancing to, self-proclaimed “DIY 
band” The Sapiens work together to create 
a unique sound and promote themselves 
independently.
The Chronicle spoke with Sears about the 
band members’ experiences at Columbia, 
the ups and downs of the Chicago music 
scene and their upcoming album.
Evan Sears: I’ve been playing in bands 
since I was 13, and Dave and Matt have 
been playing in bands since high school. I 
think when we were all in between projects 
we started working from there. We all just 
wanted to create a newer sort of dance rock 
sound. Individually, we all just bring our 
own merits from our instrumentation. We 
all come from very different musical influ-
ences, and combined I think that really sets 
us apart.
We’ve changed personnel a bit.  We’ve 
had two people come and go. Now in our 
current lineup we’re really confident. In 
terms of our sound changing, I wouldn’t 
say our sound has changed all that much. 
We started out without a guitar player at 
all. We decided when we first started we 
wouldn’t have a guitar. After about eight 
months we decided it was a unanimous 
decision that a guitar was something it 
was lacking. The guitar isn’t the frontline 
of the band. It’s part of the rhythm section. 
The only thing that’s really changed is us 
fine-tuning everything. Obviously when 
we started out, we were a little wet behind 
the ears.
The amount of available outlets and the 
interest in the general public that people 
have to see new music [and] new groups 
come out. Where I’m from, [Detroit], it’s 
definitely not like that. I think Chicago is 
a really good outlet for that. I think we’ve 
become a part of that where people recog-
nize us.
Since we’re not signed on a label, we do 
everything ourselves. Each of us brings our 
own talents to the administrative side of 
the band. I do all the photoshoots, so I’m 
in front and behind the camera. Matt and 
David [Veller] are in charge of all our print 
material. Charlie is in advertising, so he 
takes care of our public relations. The things 
that we studied at Columbia were definitely 
brought in, and each of us are working pro-
fessionals in those fields.
Our favorite venue is Schubas.  Their 
booking people are good to work with 
and they’re nice. Plus, at Schubas that 
room is a great room. It’s a great sounding 
room, and it’s huge for us to have a good 
sounding room and technicians who 
know how to harness that. Beyond that I’d 
probably say Double Door and Subterra-
nean. Location is a big thing in any busi-
ness, and it definitely holds true to when 
you’re trying to sell yourself as a band, espe-
cially an unsigned DIY band. A big thing is 
accessibility. It’s a little harder to get people 
to go to Beat Kitchen where it’s kind of off 
the beaten path.
The new album is going to be 100 per-
cent Sapiens that everyone’s used to with 
some fresh material added. We have a new 
drummer who really kicks a--. He’s defi-
nitely going to bring that to the new record. 
But we’re really conscious of keeping our 
signature sound.
The Sapiens will be on tour until March, 
when they will return to play a Chicago show. 
To check out the band’s 2007 album, Vs. the 
Hornet, go to Myspace.com/TheSapiensBand or 
TheSapiens.com.
—J. Galliart 
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POSTERS: »
Continued from PG. 29
Head, a screen printer who works at 
Upshot Marketing, 303 E. Wacker Drive, 
said having a striking image is only one 
component to creating an eye-catching 
concert poster.
“I always see myself as responding more 
to whomever the client is and whatever 
their particular project [is] and what [they] 
want,” Head said. “[But] I think if you have 
a really arresting image and an arresting 
color combination, it will stop people in 
their tracks, because people have been 
responding to that. [It] makes them look at 
[the poster] more.”
Head, who has worked with concert 
venues such as Empty Bottle, 1035 N. West-
ern Ave., Schubas Tavern, 3159 N. Southport 
Ave. and Subterranean, 2011 W. North Ave., 
said working with Upshot taught him how 
to e ectively brainstorm, sketch and come 
up with ideas quickly. 
However, Head’s interest in designing 
concert posters began while he was in a 
band, where he created posters, record 
covers and T-shirt designs. He said he 
enjoyed creating the posters and eventually 
became interested in learning more about 
the design process for concert posters and 
merchandise.
“I always like to refer to my old design and 
art books,” Head said. “I learn and get ideas 
from there, [so] I can see what other people 
have done and compare that to my ideas and 
start sketching and honing my concept.”
Through working with Steven Walters of 
Screwball Press, 4045 N. Rockwell St., Head 
found that he wanted to create posters 
through silk screening.
“I like silk screening because you can 
emulate a bunch of di erent styles and it 
really works well with modern-day com-
puter technology,” Head said.
Head said the silk screening community 
encouraged his work and helped him fi nd 
clients. However, since breaking into the 
business of designing concert posters, Head 
said he has made a concerted e ort to seek 
out bands and make connections at local 
clubs.
“I busted my a-- at the beginning when I 
started approaching these [venues], and [I 
did] really awesome posters for them,” Head 
said.  “Now, they know I’ll do a cool poster 
for [their concerts].”
Even though Head said he enjoys helping 
Encouragement from other 
screen printers help local 
designer find his niche
bands and venues pursue creative ways to 
publicize concerts, he is not quitting his day 
job at Upshot to work as a full-time poster 
designer.
“I’m not really trying to make a bunch 
of money o  making posters,” Head said. “I 
think making enough money [on posters] to 
break even is hard. You have to [fi nd] larger 
bands for more success.”
dkucynda@chroniclemail.com
MacAdam has created posters for artists such as The Smashing Pumpkins, 
Queens of the Stone Age, TV on the Radio and Sonic Youth. He said that creating 
the art for the bands is something he does after becoming a fan, because it is the 
easiest way to manifest the music visually.  The posters above and to the right 
were done for Wilco and Iron and Wine/Calexico concerts in 2007 and 2005.
Courtesy DANIEL MACADAM
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‘The GanGs of ChiCaGo’ by herberT asbury
i bought this book, The Gangs of Chicago: An Informal History of 
the Chicago Underworld, for my history of Chicago class, and i’m 
already loving it. Granted, the first chapter mentioned nothing 
about gangs, but i’m definitely looking forward to hearing more 
about h. h. holmes, Al Capone and others. —A. Maurer
books assiGned by friends/family of The 
wriTer 
Sometimes, a Fiction Writing Department teacher will assign a 
book written by a friend or relative. honestly, their books aren’t 
great, and i didn’t take the class so that your friends/family can 
make money off students forced to read their boring, cliche or 
sexually explicit tripe. —D. Nelson
feb 2-8 issue of The eConomisT 
every week, i get this tome of international business and political 
news and learn something new and interesting that other media 
sources aren’t reporting. if you want to look and feel smart, pick 
up every issue of this magazine. —B. Schlikerman
‘The assassinaTion of Jesse James by The Cow-
ard roberT ford’ on dVd
Director Andrew Dominik’s western offers the kind of images so 
breathtakingly vivid and beautiful that you want to place them on 
your wall. in a year of excellent achievements in cinematography, 
seven-time nominee roger Deakins deserves an oscar for his 
work here. —M. Fagerholm
‘ramsay’s kiTChen niGhTmares:’ season 4
The new season of culinary wizard Gordon ramsay’s BBC reality 
show continues to prove why it’s superior to the FoX version. 
in the BBC version of the show, where ramsay spends a week 
revitalizing failed restaurants, the focus is more on the food and 
the restaurant and less on American theatrics. —R. Bykowski 
abC’s ‘Cashmere mafia’
it may be the corporate rip-off of hBo’s “Sex and the City,” but it’s 
still one of my guilty pleasures. it may be oozing with cheesiness 
and borrowing a plot line with one of the characters potentially 
being a lesbian (remember Samantha Jones?), but nonetheless, 
still a good watch (on the internet, that is) when there’s nothing 
else on the boob tube. —B. Marlow
rue royale: ‘rue royale’
Brookln and ruth Dekker’s new album is folksy and ethereal. 
Taking cues from artists like Sufjan Stevens, radiohead and 
Doves, the local pair has garnered fans from all over the world. 
The album drops Feb. 16 at a Subterranean release party, just 
before their tour kicks off in europe on March 1.  —S. Harvey
The mars VolTa: ‘The bedlam in GoliaTh’
it appears that slow and ballad are not in The Mars Volta’s vocabu-
lary. “Aberinkula” is one song that showcases what The Mars Volta 
is really about. Massive guitar riffs, singer Cedric Bixler-Zavala’s 
head-splitting tenor notes and a progressively chaotic momentum 
throughout the album truly make this CD one of the best releases 
i’ve heard in a while. —D. Kucynda
millsberry GazeTTe
Why even work at The Chronicle when you can be the editor-
in-chief of the Millsberry Gazette? located in the town called 
Millsberry at Millsberry.com, this addicting newsroom simulator 
lets you hire and fire writers, cover ‘hot scoops,’ and charge three 
dollars an issue. Unfortunately, there’s never any crime to cover 
in Millsberry. —R. Bykowski
snownado   
it’s the kind of snow that blinds you and the kind of wind that cuts 
through your clothes like razors. it also makes the roads danger-
ous. outweighing the negatives, the snownado also canceled 
classes and gave me some much-needed time to curl up with a 
space heater, a blanket and homework. —S. Baltrukonis
ThrowinG The peaCe siGn in phoTos
For some reason this annoys the heck out of me. The only 
time it’s cool is when it’s an actual hippie, like, in a tye-dyed 
T-shirt with a hemp necklace, or a cute Asian girl. no one else 
applies, so SToP iT. —C. Mahlmeister
PRINT
REVIEWS
SiiiiiiiiiCK ShoUlDer ShrUG noT BAD, noT BAD WorTh A GiGGle hAPPY DAnCe!
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The bird and The bee: ‘one Too many hearTs’
The jazzy pop sound of The Bird and the Bee can be heard again 
on their Valentine’s Day release album One Too Many Hearts. inara 
George’s soothing voice and Greg Kurstin’s musicianship gives 
this album a whole new pop sound that birds and bees alike will 
love.  —C. Shively
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1. Super Bowl: N.Y. Giants vs. New Eng-
land, FOX
2. “Super Bowl Post Game,” FOX
3. “House” (Sunday), FOX
4. “American Idol” (Tuesday), FOX
5. “American Idol”(Wednesday), FOX
—Nielsen Media Research 
PEOPLE IN THE NEWS
Television
Film
1. Hannah Montana & Miley Cyrus:  Best 
of Both Worlds Concert (3-D), Disney
2. The Eye, Lionsgate
3. 27 Dresses, FOX
4. Meet the Spartans, FOX
5. Rambo, Lionsgate
—Media by Numbers LLC 
Songs
Albums
1. “Low,” Flo Rida feat. T-Pain. Poe Boy/ 
Atlantic
2. “With You,” Chris Brown. Jive/Zomba
3. “Don’t Stop the Music,” Rihanna. SRP/
Def Jam/IDJMG
4. “Apologize,” Timbaland feat. OneRe-
public. Mosley/Blackground/Interscope
5. “No One,” Alicia Keys. MBK/J/RMG
—Billboard magazine
1. As I Am, Alicia Keys. MBK/J/RMG
2. Juno, Various Artists. Soundtrack. 
Rhino
3. The Bedlam in Goliath, The Mars Volta. 
Universal/UMRG
4. Scream Aim Fire, Bullet for My Valen-
tine. 20-20 Ent./Jive/Zomba
5. 2008 Grammy Nominees, Various art-
ists. Grammy/Hip-O/UMe
—Billboard Magazine
BEFORE CHARLIZE Theron could pick up her 
Woman of the Year award,  she had to prove 
she was worthy.
That meant dancing to disco music, strik-
ing modeling poses and wooing someone 
wearing an elephant suit and a pink sparkly 
bra—all to the delight of cast members of 
Hasty Pudding Theatricals at Harvard Uni-
versity, the nation’s oldest undergraduate 
drama troupe. Theron’s e orts landed her 
a gold-colored pudding pot.
“I hope you all know I’m a high school 
dropout. I just thought I’d be clean with you 
guys,” Theron said Feb. 7.
Actor Christopher Walken is to receive 
the Hasty Pudding Man of the Year Award 
on Feb. 15, prior to the opening night per-
formance of “Fable Attraction.”
The awards are given each year to per-
formers who have made a “lasting and 
impressive contribution” to the world of 
entertainment.
Actress Charlize Theron strikes a pose and dances to amuse the Hasty Pudding Theatricals at Harvard 
University. Theron was named the Hasty Pudding Women of the year.
AP
The proof is in the pudding
HIGH FIVES OF THE WEEK
AP
Former Hollywood madam Heidi Fleiss 
was arrested for illegal possession of pre-
scription drugs on Feb. 7.
Fleiss was pulled over at about 9:30 a.m. 
by sheri ’s deputies responding to a report 
of a possible drunk driver, the Nye County 
sheri ’s o  ce said.
Fleiss,  42, was found to be under the 
infl uence of a controlled substance, the 
sheri ’s o  ce said. Fleiss had prescription 
medication, but could not produce a valid 
prescription, the sheri ’s o  ce said.
Fleiss was arrested on four counts, 
including possession of dangerous drugs 
without a prescription and driving under 
the infl uence. 
Madam Fleiss arrested
It may be “Our Country,” but it’s John 
Mellencamp’s song.
When the liberal rocker found out his 
songs were being played at events for Repub-
lican John McCain’s presidential campaign, 
Mellencamp’s publicist sent a letter that 
questioned the campaign’s playlist.
McCain campaign spokesman Brian 
Rogers in Washington, D.C., said Feb. 7 that 
the songs would no longer be played. He 
declined to elaborate.
The letter explained Mellencamp was a 
liberal who had supported Democrat John 
Edwards, who recently dropped out of the 
race.
AP
McCain drops ‘country’
AP
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Designers coat the runway
Who said overcoats had to be drab?
Outerwear got top billing at New York 
Fashion Week on Feb. 8, with even daytime 
coats getting metallic touches,  shiny fabric 
and fur trims.
The renewed attention may reflect eco-
nomic realities: Jackets are seen as a good 
investment piece, since they can be worn 
every day and over multiple seasons.
Phillip Lim opened with a light gray 
suede duster coat and moved on to a bronze 
matelasse trench and a raven-colored 
alpaca cropped anorak with the potential 
to be the go-to piece of a woman’s wardrobe. 
Vera Wang featured a quilted, fur-trimmed 
bed jacket.
Standout coats were shown earlier in the 
week at shows by Oscar de la Renta, Michael 
Kors and Narciso Rodriguez.  Mercedes-Benz 
Fashion Week ended Feb. 9.
AP
one model helps another up after she fell while walking the runway during the presentation of Zac Posen’s 
Fall 2008 collection Feb. 7.
AP
(Above) A model wears a fashion from Cynthia rowley’s fall 2008 collection shown Feb. 7. (Below) Models 
are prepped backstage before the showing of the fall 2008 collection of Tracy reese, which was also 
modeled Feb. 7.
AP
(Above) An ensemble from the fall 2008 collection of Bill Blass designed by Peter Som is modeled 
Feb. 7. (Below) Pieces of Vera Wang’s fall 2008 collection are modeled the same day. 
AP
I came back 
from New Year’s 
Eve with only 20 work 
days to get the collec-
tion ready and my girls 
were worrying about SAT 
tests.
—Vera Wang on the theme of her 
show matching her life. 
“
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Aries (March 21-April 19)  Continue your determined quest for truth. If you don’t 
understand the answers you get, gather more information. Make sure you ask 
in a way that denies any subterfuge.
Taurus (April 20-May 20)  Your margin of profit could dissolve if you have to go 
very far to get what you want. Figure in your transportation costs. It might be 
cheaper to have it delivered.
Gemini (May 21-June 21) Others look to you for advice and inspiration. Luckily, 
you’re good at this. Tell them what they should do and they’ll love you for it.
Cancer (June 22-July 22) Continue to be quick in finishing whatever’s left on 
your lists. Postpone a financial discussion. If the subject comes up, ask more 
questions than you answer.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) You find the very person you’ve been looking for by look-
ing farther away than you’ve ever done. Lack of geographical proximity does 
not present a problem.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) Don’t spend all your money on toys, even for other 
people. Follow the investment advice. If none have offered any, ask.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) It may be hard to concentrate on business, with the 
mood you’re in. Unless, however, your business is writing romance novels. You 
have some good stories.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) You may not be in the mood to hurry, but if you can, you’ll 
show the competition you have the right stuff. Go ahead, be intimidating.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) A compromise can be worked out with a person of 
strong opinions. Even better, it looks like you can get most of what you want. Logic 
overrules passion again.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Home and family draw your attention, but you 
must take care of other chores too. Balancing all your responsibilities is a full-
time job in itself. Luckily, you’re good at this.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) You’re learning fast, and that’s a good thing. The 
game is intense and quick. Put your plan into action and be ready to make 
immediate corrections.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Grease the squeaky wheel and you’ll improve the 
quality of your life. Others will benefit, too. This is a win-win situation, and 
you’ll be the hero.
Crossword
sudoku ComiC relief
horosCope
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Commentary
Editorials
Columbia is a fully accredited four-year 
private college—but it would be hard to 
know it by looking at our full- and part-
time faculty.  At four-year public and private 
schools across the nation, about half of the 
faculty is part-time, or adjunct, according 
to the Jan. 21 Daily Herald.  At Columbia, 
according to Patricia Olalde, Columbia’s 
director of Human Resources, that number 
rises to 80 percent.
That’s a sobering statistic for Columbia’s 
students.  The college needs more full-time 
professors. 
Studies conducted at the University of 
Washington Bothell and within the New 
York educational system say schools with 
high numbers of part-timers translate to 
lower graduation numbers. Under-paid 
teachers with few benefits  and a second job 
aren’t a good recipe for superior educational 
experiences,  and part-time professors often 
suffer from all those afflictions.  At Colum-
bia, the problem of second jobs and other 
commitments is worse than usual,  because 
the school hires working professionals.  
The restrictions of part-time teaching 
may make it harder for those teachers to 
perform at their fullest capability. Many 
work two jobs and can’t dedicate their full 
attention to actually teaching.  Add to that 
the part-time faculty’s burden of working 
without adequate health care plans and 
benefits similar to what full-timers get, and 
it’s easy to see why a school staffed by part-
Number of adjuncts too high 
time faculty is a dangerous proposition. It’s 
tough on teachers, and it lowers graduation 
rates. 
In New York, the problem was recently 
raised and addressed when the state and 
city university systems were found to rely 
too much on part-time faculty. A plan was 
put forth by a special commission calling on 
the school systems to hire 2,000 additional 
full-time faculty on 87 campuses, accord-
ing to the same Daily Herald article.  That’s 
an average of 23 full-timers per campus, 
at schools whose enrollment numbers are 
usually less than the nearly 12,000 students 
Columbia boasts. 
It’s understandable for Columbia to have 
a larger than average part-time to full-time 
ratio.  As a school that hires working profes-
sionals as teachers, not everyone who works 
here will be full-time. But 80 percent of the 
faculty working part-time is damaging to 
Columbia’s academic credibility and to the 
education its students receive. 
Columbia students come to learn about 
the arts, television and journalism from 
people who’ve worked in those same indus-
tries, yes—but they also come for an edu-
cation, as evidenced by the math, science, 
literature and history classes all Columbia 
students have to take to graduate. Such a 
high number of part-time teachers aren’t 
conducive to those goals.  The administra-
tion should take steps to hire more full-
time professors. 
No answers on Super Tuesday
At the end of a long (long) night of voting 
returns in 22 states and American Samoa, 
the only thing the electorate knows for 
sure is that no one knows anything. Look-
ing into the future however, Barack Obama 
might have the inside track to the Demo-
cratic nomination.
Mike Huckabee, thought to be dead in 
the water, won Georgia, Tennessee, West 
Virginia, Alabama and Arkansas, and came 
within a few hundred votes of sewing up 
the battleground state of Missouri. If the 
upcoming Louisiana and Virginia contests 
go Huckabee’s way, as they well might, the 
religious right in the South may have found 
the Republican Party’s “conservative” alter-
native to John McCain.
Another contest that did more to confuse 
than enlighten was the Democratic race. 
Hillary Clinton won in California and New 
York, two large states with hundreds of del-
egates. But Obama far outpaced her in total 
states won with 13, including Missouri and 
the southern states of Georgia and Alabama 
and two states in Clinton’s backyard, Dela-
ware and Connecticut. 
That’s important because it serves as proof 
of what Obama has said all along—that he 
can win anywhere and everywhere, across 
all demographic and state lines. Despite the 
confidence of both camps in their victory, 
pundits were conflicted over who to award 
the overall victory to—Clinton narrowly 
edged out Obama in delegate count, but fell 
far behind in total state victories.
Obama was favored going into the Louisi-
ana and Washington state primaries. He has 
edge in momentum and perceived strength. 
After he wins those states, the Super Tues-
day contest should be recorded as a victory 
for him though at the time he’s behind 
in delegates.  The longer Obama stays in 
the race, the weaker Clinton’s campaign 
will be, as Obama’s name recognition and 
fundraising will continue to grow while 
hers will stay stagnant. In January alone, 
the Obama campaign raised $32 million, 
to Clinton’s $13 million. As one of Clinton’s 
own staffers said, “It’s hard to run against 
a movement.”
One thing is certain—on both sides of 
the political scale, this election is far from 
over.  This is a historic race, filled with some 
of the most surprising and resilient candi-
dates in American political history. Never 
has an electorate been so deeply and evenly 
divided this late in the primary season, and 
it would be premature to proclaim any of the 
candidates out of the race at this point.
Undoubtedly McCain is the GOP front-
runner, but to win the general election as a 
Republican you must carry the South, and 
McCain hasn’t a single primary or caucus 
victory in the region. Clinton has a slight 
delegate lead, but it’s easy to make the case 
that Obama is in fact the favorite in the 
Democratic race.
The greatest byproduct of this amazing 
season has been an unprecedented amount 
of choice for voters. And isn’t that what 
democracy is all about? 
  Have an opinion about something you read in this newspaper? 
Did you catch a mistake, think we could have covered a story better or believe strongly about an 
issue that faces all of us here at Columbia?
Why not write a letter to the editor? At the bottom of page 2 you’ll find a set of guidelines on how 
to do this. Let us hear from you. 
—The Columbia Chronicle Editorial Board
Letter to the Editor:
I would like to elaborate on a couple of 
points in the recent editorial regarding the 
Film and Video Department. If you look at 
our overall curriculum, you will see that 
students have the opportunity to work in a 
variety of formats including digital video, 
high definition video, 16mm and 35mm, 
which is still the industry standard. Despite 
the proliferation of digital technology, most 
features continue to be shot on film.
Our students begin by shooting and 
editing actual filmstock. This is not simply 
a reflection of moving picture history; 
there is an educational value in learning 
film because digital technology grew out 
of approaches and techniques that were 
defined by the film medium. It’s an edu-
cational step analogous to an art student 
using charcoal and paper, or a musician 
using a traditional instrument—not a 
reflection of the current state of the art, 
but an important step in understanding 
a process.
For example, shooting and editing film 
gives students the opportunity to tangi-
bly understand the relationship between 
frames, shots and pacing. Having a camera 
that limits the duration of a single shot helps 
students better understand the concept of 
efficient shooting and directorial decision-
making on the set. Physically cutting and 
splicing film is the original version 
of non-linear editing and helps stu-
dents better understand the organiza-
tional tools of editing software. When 
you consider that these are simply our 
starting points, that as our students 
move through our curriculum they take 
these skills into digital formats, it becomes 
clear that we are not ignoring the digital 
tide.  We embrace digital technology by 
integrating it into a larger context, a con-
text that will make our students better 
filmmakers.
Ironically, video and digital formats 
become obsolete much more rapidly than 
film. The past is littered with “cutting-
edge” formats, cameras and storage tech-
nology that are effectively useless today. 
Projects shot on film, still the highest 
resolution format for image acquisition, 
can always be downconverted to HD. It is 
still the format that, when all the digital 
intermediate work is complete, is used by 
major studios to archive their features. 
In this regard, Columbia can boast much 
that is cutting edge, not only in image 
acquisition, but in high-end post produc-
tion and Digital Cinema.
Despite the fact that we do use technolo-
gy to teach and make film here at Columbia, 
our goal as a department is not to simply 
teach students technology, but to offer a 
deeper, more extensive education, so that 
regardless of how the technology changes 
in the next year, two years, five years and 
beyond, our students will be able to adapt 
because they have a comprehensive under-
standing of the underlying concepts of 
communicating and telling stories with 
moving images.
Sincerely,
Josef Steiff
Acting Chair,  
Film and Video Department
Re: Camera Equipment
MCT
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On Feb. 3, the 
New England 
Patriots met the 
New York Giants 
in Glendale, Ariz. 
to decide the new 
National Football 
League Champion 
in Super Bowl XLII. 
The Giants won. In 
the aftermath, as 
Eli Manning told 
us he’s going to Disneyland and confetti 
littered the field, no one mentioned that the 
true champion had already been decided 
in the regular season, and the game should 
never have been played.
“Eighteen and one! Eighteen and one!” 
Giants fans chanted the taunt again and 
again after the G-men’s dramatic come-
from-behind victory. A few stunned New 
Englanders watched the celebration on the 
field in disbelief. Most Patriots fans were 
sprinting for exits before the game was 
even over. 
They were following the example of their 
cantankerous coach. Bill Belichick commit-
ted his most recent classless act in a career 
full of them, when he left the field of play 
before all the time had ticked off the clock.
But the Patriots and their fans have 
reason to be upset. The Patriots were the 
first team in NFL history to complete an 
undefeated 16-game season, and the first 
team to amass 18 victories without a loss. 
Even in defeat, the Patriots are historic—the 
only team to survive the season unscathed 
to lose in the playoffs.
The magnitude of what the Patriots 
accomplished in the regular season (includ-
 By the time you 
read this, I will no 
longer be on staff 
at The Chronicle. 
Usually at the end 
of May in our last 
issue, all the grad-
uating students 
reminisce of the 
past, write about 
the fears of the 
future and thank 
the people who made a difference in our 
lives.  Not to be left out,  I’m writing mine a 
bit early.
Since graduation is still months away, it’s 
hard to talk about the past three years as 
if they’re already over. I still have 13 more 
weeks of classes, so I won’t waste your time 
with musings on the end of an era.  On to 
the acknowledgements!
Rose Economou: You were one of my first 
teachers at Columbia and one of the first 
to show me how far journalism could go. 
Thank you for the encouragement to con-
tinue on with a career I wasn’t sure I liked, 
and for assuring me I could do great things 
as a journalist.
Greg Neul: If it weren’t for your constant 
teasing and playful mockery, I might never 
have worked so hard to become the serious 
journalist I am now.  Thank you for mentor-
ing me, believing in me and giving me the 
chance to exercise my wit.
The rest of the staff of the Science Insti-
tute: Though it’s been a long time, I still 
appreciate being a part of something so sig-
nificant in today’s world. Each and every one 
of you is a wonderful person and provided 
endless amusement and knowledge that I’ll 
ing beating the Giants at their home sta-
dium) makes the Super Bowl pale in com-
parison. Their quarterback, Tom Brady, had 
the best statistical season an NFL quarter-
back has ever had (50 touchdowns to eight 
interceptions, more than 4,800 yards, a 
passer rating of 117.2). Their offense was 
the most prolific in the history of the game 
(36.8 points per game, averaging 411.3 yards 
of offense per contest). Their number one 
receiver, Randy Moss, caught more touch-
downs in a season (23, to go with 1,498 yards) 
than any wide receiver before him.
The Patriots won 11 more games than the 
team that finished second in their division. 
The Giants lost three more games than the 
team that won its division, and made the 
playoffs as a wild card. The Patriots won 
16 games in the regular season. The Giants 
won 10. The Patriots lost zero games in the 
regular season. The Giants lost six. In their 
regular season matchup, the Patriots beat 
the Giants at the Meadowlands.
During the regular season, the Patriots 
outscored and out-gained the Giants. Their 
defense held their opponents to less pass-
ing yards, total yards and points per game. 
By no objective measure were the Giants a 
better, more complete, more balanced, more 
talented or more experienced team. And 
this single game is supposed to decide the 
winner? I don’t think so.
The NFL casts an absurdly wide playoff 
net, giving 12 teams out of 32 a playoff spot. 
That’s more than 30 percent of the teams in 
the league. Letting that many teams have a 
shot at the championship rewards the hot 
team at the end of the year, not the team 
that proved after 16 games it was one of the 
best. If Green Bay (13-3) or Dallas (13-3) or 
take with me far beyond Columbia.
Sam Weller: I’ve always felt a little ostra-
cized within my fiction writing classes for 
pursuing a journalism job, but you proved 
that journalists can be creative writers too, 
and I thank you for being a role model for 
writers like me, who just aren’t ready to be 
a starving artist.
Megan Stielstra: Both times I was in your 
classes, I felt anxious that I wasn’t working 
hard enough or doing my best work. But 
halfway through the semester, I realized 
(both times!) that you were just challenging 
me. Thank you for pushing my creativity 
and not allowing my laziness or apathy to 
prevent me from writing.
Karen Osborne: If I hadn’t taken your 
class, I would have never known about the 
Indianapolis (13-3) had defeated the Patri-
ots, that would have been an acceptable 
result of the Super Bowl, and it would have 
been hard to argue that they didn’t deserve 
it. Even a 9-7 team like the Buccaneers at 
least won their own division.
The Giants did everything they needed to 
do to win this game. They sacked Tom Brady 
five times, pressured him relentlessly and 
shut down the Patriots running game, hold-
ing them to 45 yards on the ground. They 
won, however, on a third and long miracle 
pass, when quarterback Eli Manning ripped 
himself away from three Patriot defend-
ers in his backfield and fired a high pass 
at unproven wide receiver David Tyree. 
Tyree leaped in the air and trapped the 
Open Door Clinic or heard those deeply per-
sonal stories of people affected by HIV/AIDS. 
Thank you for exposing me to that part of 
the world and inspiring me to use my skills 
to help teach and enlighten others in hopes 
of creating change.
Elizabeth-Anne Stewart: Thank you for 
opening my world a little wider and show-
ing me the impact a single human being 
can make. You inspired me to be active in 
my beliefs and reinforced my passion for 
making the world a better place at a time 
when I was starting to doubt who I was and 
what I wanted to do.
Mick Dumke: You put things in perspec-
tive for me, in more ways than I could list. If 
I didn’t have your advice, I might have spent 
more time trying to get an A than learning 
ball against his helmet, fighting Patriots 
safety Rodney Harrison the whole time. The 
third down was converted, and the Patriots’ 
dream of perfection was punctured a few 
plays later.
But the play, which will surely be can-
onized as an all-time great Super Bowl 
highlight, should never have happened. 
The Patriots should never have had to win 
the title over an undeserving team like 
the Giants. The football gods are thorough 
enough in punishing teams that try for per-
fection—they don’t need any help from the 
greedy NFL front office, trying to squeeze in 
a few more playoff games to increase their 
already gaudy revenues.
how to be skeptical or stressed more about 
deadlines than substance. Thank you for 
providing insight into my work and teach-
ing me the fundamentals of reporting I 
didn’t learn in my other classes.
Betsy Edgerton: Thank you for the sup-
port and encouragement even when stories 
stopped working out and life got hectic. You 
went above and beyond your job as a teacher 
and became a trusted mentor for matters 
beyond the classroom.  Also, you challenged 
me in your classes, which I really appreci-
ate! Congratulations on your twins. I know 
you’ll make a wonderful mother.
Sharon Bloyd-Peshkin: Although Echo 
and Honduras were both amazing experi-
ences, they wouldn’t have been nearly as 
great if you hadn’t been a part of them. What 
I appreciate most about those experiences 
was the support and guidance you gave me 
at a critical time in my life. I don’t feel as 
afraid to graduate, I’m not worried about 
the kind of paper or magazine I get my first 
job at and I finally feel like an accomplished 
writer. Your positive attitude and never-
ending encouragement gives me strength 
to stand up for my values and hope that I 
can make it as a journalist. Thank you.
And to the entire staff of The Chronicle 
(including Jim, Chris and Billy): Thank you 
for the experience, the challenges, the post-
production day parties on Friday night, the 
stress-relieving complaint sessions and the 
endless support and confidence in my abili-
ties as an editor, reporter and writer. I would 
not be the person I am today if it was not for 
all of you, and I cannot thank you enough.
I’m going to miss all of you. 
Giants receiver David Tyree keeps his grip while being tackled by Patriots safety Rodney Harrison.
MCT
dnelson@chroniclemail.com
Perfection denied, but Patriots are true champions
by Wes Giglio 
Commentary Editor 
by Dana Nelson
City Beat Editor 
City Beat Editor says goodbye
jgiglio@chroniclemail.com
(Left) Jessica Galliart (A&E Editor), Brett Marlow (Assistant City Beat Editor), Dana Nelson (City Beat 
Editor) and Becky Schlikerman (Associate Editor) at The Chronicle office. 
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Campus Apple Store
33 E. Congress Prkwy. 1st Floor
Chicago, IL 60605
(Entrance Off Wabash)
312.344.8622
All prices and offers subject to change without notice. No rainchecks or special orders.    
All software prices listed are valid in-store only. All sales are final. 
Forcast: Slightly Flurry
with a chance of MacBook Air.
Starting at $1699 Coming Soon
Optional Accessory: 
MacBook Air SuperDrive(External) $99
Other great deals....
LOGIC STUDIO  $149 FINAL CUT STUDIO 2  $499 iWork/iLife  $39ea
Buy a Mac get a Free Printer!
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City Beat
Once being prostituted on the 
streets of Fresno, Calif., Carissa 
Phelps is now a role model for 
youth in similar situations
by Dana Nelson
City Beat Editor
WheN Carissa Phelps was only 12 years old, 
she was abandoned by her mother in a juve-
nile detention hall in Fresno, Calif., nearly 
60 miles from her home. The hall wouldn’t 
accept her because she hadn’t committed 
a crime, so she slept in the lobby for sev-
eral nights before wandering out into the 
streets and trying to survive on her own.
She stole and begged, and eventually was 
lured by prostitutes and forced into the 
act herself. With no one to turn to, Phelps 
spent two years in and out of group homes, 
juvenile detention centers and with pimps, 
before a final stay in a juvenile hall changed 
her life for the better.
Now, the 31-year-old University of Cali-
fornia, Los Angeles graduate is reaching 
out to homeless youth in Fresno and across 
the country, as well as educators, policy-
makers and communities to change the 
perceptions and circumstances that sur-
round these children and teens. She is the 
national spokesperson on youth home-
lessness for Virgin Mobile’s RE*Generation 
campaign and is working to create a fund 
for community economic development in 
Fresno to help prevent homelessness from 
occurring.
Phelps came to speak at the Illinois State 
Board of Education’s annual No Child Left 
Behind Conference at the Sheraton Chicago 
Hotel and Towers, 301 E. North Water St., on 
Feb. 6.  Parts of a documentary about her life 
on the streets, a current work-in-progress, 
were shown to about 70 to 80 Illinois school 
Carissa Phelps visits a juvenile detention center in Fresno, Calif., where she stayed when she was a teenager. In the center, she met a counselor named Ron 
Jenkins who helped turn her life around for the better. Phelps visited Chicago to speak at the Illinois Board of Education’s annual No Child Left Behind confer-
ence on Jan. 30.
 Courtesy JOY DONNELL
teachers and staff.
The documentary, directed by David Sau-
vage, one of her former classmates at UCLA, 
tells the story of Phelps’ years on the street 
and in juvenile detention centers.
In one of the scenes from the documen-
tary, Phelps speaks about a man who forced 
her to smoke crack cocaine in a hotel.
“I really didn’t want to do it and he said 
it would make me feel good,” she said. So 
she faked a seizure. The man let her call her 
mother, but her mother didn’t come pick 
her up from the hotel.
“She didn’t even try to come,” Phelps said 
with tears in her eyes.
On Motel Drive, the section of Fresno 
where many child prostitutes lived and 
worked, police officers often failed to stop 
human trafficking or participated in sexu-
ally abusing the children, Phelps said. That 
made it hard for her and others to trust the 
law enforcement and look to them for aid, 
she said.
While many of the events happened in 
Fresno, Phelps said the same circumstances 
of human trafficking and forced prostitu-
tion are happening in Chicago and across 
the United States, particularly to homeless 
children who may not have a choice.
Phelps said she was working to change 
the terminology the media uses, such as 
“children who prostitute,” which implies 
that they made the choice to do so. Instead, 
she asked that they be called “prostituted 
children,” to show that they were forced 
into it against their will.
“It’s putting the onus off the child … 
and owning it as a society,” Phelps said. “It 
becomes our problem when we have pros-
tituted children. When we have teen pros-
titutes, it’s not our problem. When we have 
prostituted teens, that’s our problem.”
An estimated 6,500 youth are prosti-
tutes in Chicago, according to the Chicago 
Alliance Against Sexual Exploitation. Like 
Phelps, many of those who become prosti-
tutes were first homeless.
There are nearly 25,000 unaccompa-
nied homeless youth in Illinois, accord-
ing to the Survey Research Laboratory 
of the University of Illinois at Chicago. 
The research laboratory defined homeless 
youth by those age 21 or younger, without 
a parent or guardian and lacking stable 
living arrangements.
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Hope for homeless children
Ordinance proposed to 
prevent manufacturing, 
consumption of hazardous 
plastics
by Brett Marlow
Assistant City Beat Editor 
Other Cities have ‘bin’ there and done 
that, and Chicago may possibly follow 
along.
A proposed ordinance from two Chi-
cago aldermen would put restrictions 
on the use, consumption and manufac-
turing of plastic bags, requiring fran-
chise grocers to set up recycling bins 
and offer alternatives like reusable bags 
at their stores if passed.
Alderman Ed Burke (14th Ward) and 
Alderman Margaret Laurino (39th 
Ward) proposed the ordinance Feb. 4 to 
the Chicago City Council Committee 
on Energy, Environmental Protection 
and Public Utilities and to the Chicago 
Department of Environment.
The ordinance, if passed, would 
require stores of more than 5,000 square 
feet with five or more locations, to place 
plastic bag recycling bins prominently 
in their stores for bag recycling. Stores 
would also be required to print on their 
bags “Please reuse or recycle at partici-
pating store.”
Plastic bags without the new nota-
tion would be required to be phased out 
within a year of the ordinance passing. 
Stores and manufacturers of plastic 
bag would also be required to submit 
reports to the Department of Envi-
ronment to facilitate compliance and 
enable the department to accurately 
account for the weight of plastic bags 
recycled.
“We feel this is a more workable solu-
tion for Chicago and we will be able to 
work better with retailers with making 
this a reality,” said Donal Quinlan, press 
secretary for Alderman Burke.
According to the ordinance, manu-
facturers and distributors of plastic 
bags to stores in the area would also be 
responsible for collecting, transporting 
and recycling the bags.
Brian Granahan, staff attorney for 
Environmental Illinois, testified Feb. 
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      I was set up for failure for 
years and years and years ... and 
programmed for failure. I got a light 
turned on with that word ‘potential’ 
and a person that was happy all 
the time.” 
—Carissa Phelps
SAY BYE TO 
PLASTIC BAGS
“
By the number of school-age children 
who receive free or reduced-price lunches, 
the number of homeless youth may be as 
high as 60,000, according to the Illinois 
State Board of Education.
Daria Mueller, the youth policy specialist 
for the Chicago Coalition for the Home-
less, said the coalition surveyed homeless 
program providers around the country 
and found out that more youth were being 
rejected than accepted.
“They turned away over 3,000 youths 
who are trying to request services, whether 
that’s housing, employment services or any 
kind of service,” Mueller said. “But there are 
only 318 state-funded beds specifically for 
homeless youth in the state. So when you 
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look at the number 25,000, and 318 beds, it’s 
not matching.”
In addition to housing and employment, 
many school-age children are having dif-
ficulty enrolling in and attending school, 
Mueller said.
“You hear these heartbreaking stories 
about youth who run away or are forced to 
move out, and they’re trying to do every-
thing that they can to continue going to 
school or keep a job they might have, and 
they’re not able to do it because try as they 
might, they have to work every day just to 
have a place to sleep,” Mueller said.
Phelps attributed her success in getting 
off the streets and out of juvenile halls to 
compassionate people she met within the 
halls, such as counselor Ron Jenkins, who 
told her she had potential.
“I was set up for failure for years and 
years and years … and programmed for 
failure,” Phelps said. “I got a light turned 
on with that word ‘potential’ and a person 
that was happy all the time.”
Jenkins asked Phelps to write about what 
happened to her, partly so that she could 
get it out on paper, and partly so that he 
could get a better understanding of what 
happened to her. Jenkins’ encouragement, 
and the help of a math teacher who ille-
gally copied textbook pages so Phelps could 
learn algebra, gave her strength to stay in 
school.
“I got something planted that was an 
alternative to the destructive path that was 
laid out for me,” Phelps said. “That destruc-
tive path was still there and still pulled on 
me along the way. I just stayed in school.”
With help, other homeless youth have the 
chance to make it, too.
Through surveys, Mueller found when 
homeless youth had access to the resources 
they need, 87 percent of them ended up in 
CARISSA:  x
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Illinois educators say homeless 
youth programs work, but there 
aren’t enough resources for all
informaTion provided by The illinois board of eduCaTion
HOMELESS youths in Illinois
stable housing. The problem now, she said, 
is that the state doesn’t provide enough 
resources for all of the homeless children 
who need it.
“There are 60,000 school-age homeless 
children and only 22,000-plus are actually 
being identified and served,” Mueller said. 
“We need to bridge that gap and provide for 
all the children.”
The lack of identification, Phelps said, 
is because many homeless youth don’t 
see themselves as homeless because they 
don’t live on the streets. They may sleep 
on couches or in cars, or stay with friends 
and relatives.
The Chicago Coalition for the Homeless 
and the Illinois State Board of Education 
are asking for more state funding to help 
homeless youth—$7 million to double state-
funded shelter beds and transitional hous-
ing, as well as employment training, and 
$8 million for the Board of Education to 
provide homeless services in school, such 
as transportation, afterschool programs, 
counseling support and homeless liaisons.
“Fifteen million dollars may seem like a 
lot of money, but if you think of the whole 
scope of funds that are out there … it’s really 
a drop in the bucket and it can really [only] 
do so much to prevent long-term homeless-
ness, long-term health and mental health 
issues [and] prevent these children from 
being homeless later on in life,” Mueller 
said. “It really is a small amount of money 
to do so much.”
And there are many people in Illinois cur-
rently working to help keep kids in school 
and make sure their needs are adequately 
addressed.
Peggy Dunn, the principal education 
consultant for the Illinois State Board of 
Education, said there are more than 844 
emilia Klimiuk The ChroniCle
Carissa phelps poses with sir richard branson during virgin mobile’s re*Generation art auction for charity and to raise awareness about youth homeless. The 
benefit took place at skylight studios in new york City in november for national homeless youth awareness month. 
Courtesy Joy donnell
homeless youth programs are successful—87% 
of those who exited these programs in 2007 have 
moved into safe, stable housing.
according to a 2007 survey, 52% of youths who need 
housing (3,088 youth) are turned away because of 
a lack of resources.
more than 90% of out-of-school youth interviewed 
express a desire to return to school. 
nearly 40% of homeless youth that needed help 
finding employment did not receive it. 
funding for homeless youth programs in illinois has 
only increased $700,000 in 10 years, despite the 
thousands turned away.
qu ICk  FaCts
homeless liaisons in Illinois.
“The state board cares deeply for home-
less children in the state of Illinois and we 
do as much as we can every day to take care 
of them,” Dunn said.
She also mentioned how important it was 
for the teachers at the conference to recog-
nize the children in schools who have “had 
to walk a path none of us would ever choose 
for them,” so they can inspire the children, 
provide safety and offer them direction and 
aid as they need it.
Phelps also spoke about the importance 
of praising children and giving them love 
and attention, despite school policies and 
schedules.
“F--- your role call,” she said. “At a certain 
point a kid comes in and is crying and they 
need your attention and you’re the only one 
at that moment. Just pay attention to them 
and do your role later, and do whatever you 
need to later. Do what you would do for your 
kid. Because at that moment, they’re your 
kid. I think there’s too much emphasis on 
crossing Ts and dotting Is and lots of other 
stuff and it creates a distance between you 
and other human beings. That just needs to 
stop. You just need to love kids.”
For more information about Carissa Phelps’ 
work or her documentary, visit CarissaProject.
com.
dnelson@chroniclemail.com
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ordinance proposal.
“Our perspective is that it’s a huge step 
forward,” Granahan said. “We see countries 
all around the world taking action on plas-
tic bags. We see France initiating a full ban 
on the use of plastic bags by 2010 and they 
are already banned in Paris. In California, 
you have mandated recycling of plastic bags 
and in San Francisco, you have a citywide 
plastic bag ban.”
Granahan said he feels it’s time Chicago 
stepped up to the plate, too.
During his testimony to the committee, 
Granahan said 100 billion plastic bags are 
consumed in the U.S. each year.
“In order to do that, it requires 12 million 
barrels of oil,” Granahan said. “The acquisi-
tion of oil and the process of refi nement of 
oil has a number of diverse environmental 
e ects: global warming pollution, general 
pollution and pollution that goes into our 
lakes.”
The plastic bags take up to 1,000 years to 
decompose in landfi lls, according to Gra-
nahan. If passed, the ordinance would help 
keep the bags out of landfi lls, streets and 
lakes.
“For every square mile of ocean, there 
are 46,000 pieces of plastic litter fl oating 
around,” Granahan said.
Mayor Richard M. Daley responded to 
the proposal by opposing the ordinance. 
According to the Chicago Tribune, Daley 
said he would rather see industries do this 
themselves. 
But Daley isn’t alone in thinking this isn’t 
the best of ideas. 
Jasmin Malik Chua, a writer for eco-blogs 
TreeHugger.com and GreenPlanet.com, said 
recycling plastic bags isn’t the solution.
“Plastic cannot be recycled indefi nitely, it 
degrades a little bit, in quality, everytime,” 
Malik Chua said. 
For Malik Chua, the better solution would 
be to reduce the number of bags used than 
o er recycling bins, or like in Ireland, put a 
tax on plastic bags so people would be more 
encouraged to use reusable bags, she said. 
Although Daley has said he wants to make 
Chicago the greenest city in the world, not 
supporting the plastic bag ordinance e ort 
surprised some.
“If we’re not going to meet the stan-
dards of other cities, then we’re obviously 
not going to be the most environmentally 
friendly city,” Granahan said. “Whole coun-
tries are taking initiatives on plastic bags 
and taking much more aggressive measures 
than we’re asking Chicago to do. Chicago 
isn’t even giving up plastic bags entirely, 
we’re looking at recycling and compostable 
bags.”
Currently 2 percent of plastic bags are 
recycled in the U.S., Granahan said.
But some stores are already a step ahead 
and have plans to eliminate plastic bags 
entirely.
Whole Foods stores plan to halt the use of 
plastic bags in its checkout lanes by Earth 
Day,  April 22. Plastic bags for meat products 
and produce will still be available.
“We feel as a corporation everyone has 
to play their own part in environmental 
responsibility,” said Kate Klotz, a spokesper-
son for whole Foods’ Midwest region. “We 
really want to be in the forefront of taking 
care of the environment,” Klotz said.
The company, which has 13 stores in the 
Chicagoland area and six within the city, 
tested phasing out plastic at its stores in 
Austin, Texas; Toronto and San Francisco, 
to see how well it would go. It was success-
ful, and now all Whole Foods stores will be 
doing the same, Klotz said.
“The fact that plastic bags were intro-
duced in 1972 and takes 1,000 years to 
disintegrate means that any single bag 
someone has ever touched is somewhere 
on this earth,” Klotz said. “It makes you 
realize how many you are putting into the 
environment.”
The company estimates from Earth Day 
to the end of the year, they will have stopped 
BAGS: »
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Some say plastic bag 
restrictions not solution to 
environmental problem 
100 million plastic bags from going into the 
environment.
“I think if Chicago did this it would be 
wonderful,” Klotz said. “I would be proud 
to live in a city that  takes care of the envi-
ronment.”
The ordinance will need approval from 
the Chicago City Council before implanta-
tion. No hearing or review date has been 
set.
bmarlow@chroniclemail.com
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PLASTIC bag 
consumption across 
the globe
As countries begin to consider restricting or banning their plastic bag consumptuon, ReusableBags.com 
has listed the consumption rates for three countries. 
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New website provides city data
Site gives easy access to crime, 
permit information
by Becky Schlikerman
Associate Editor
IN CHICAGO, residents can fi nd out about 
neighborhood-specifi c crimes, restaurant 
code violations, newly-issued business per-
mits and much more with the help of one 
website.
EveryBlock.com, a website created by 
27-year-old Adrian Holovaty, a Chicago 
native, compiles  data provided by the city 
and other news sources, which is made 
available to Internet users.
Holovaty and his team of three gather 
information for Chicago,  New York and San 
Francisco so residents know exactly what is 
happening in their neighborhood.
Before EveryBlock.com, Holovaty founded 
ChicagoCrime.org, where he compiled Chica-
go Police Department reports and decimated 
them through the searchable website.
The Chronicle spoke to Holovaty about 
his new endeavor and how he and his team 
compile the information.
The Chronicle: Why did you decide to 
create ChicagoCrime.org?
Adrian Holovaty: I was at the time play-
ing with Google Maps and I was a member 
of this ad-hoc community of web develop-
ers who were trying to reverse engineer 
it.  At the same time [I] had found Chicago 
Police Department’s crime site, and realized 
there’s a lot of interesting data. [I thought] 
it would be cool if we could visualize it in a 
lot of interesting ways.
Since July, I’ve been working full time 
with a team of three other people on making 
EveryBlock.com, which is ChicagoCrime.
org on steroids. It’s everything that was 
on ChicagoCrime.org, but in addition to all 
sorts of other information. We have every 
restaurant inspection in Chicago, we have 
every street closure, we have every photo 
posted to Flickr.com that’s been taken in 
Chicago and geo-coded to a particular level 
[and] we geo-code news stories.
Where do you get your information?
All sorts of places. We get crime data from 
the police department, restaurant inspec-
tions come from the Department of Health. 
And then we have fi lming locations also; 
every time you want to fi lm a movie or a TV 
commercial or TV show in the city you have 
to get a permit from the Chicago fi lm o  ce 
and so we get from them all of the movie 
Internet users can access  news, restaurant inspections, police reports and other information by searching 
an address at EveryBlock.com.
Courtesy EVERYBLOCK.COM
fi lming locations.
Have you found that it’s hard to get 
information from the city government 
in Chicago?
Yes and no, it depends on the department. 
Some departments are forthcoming; others 
don’t have the resources to help us or [other] 
reasons. It’s really a case-by-case thing.
Why do you think it’s important for 
residents to know what’s happening in 
their neighborhoods?
It’s important to be involved in your com-
munity.  There are di erent levels of involve-
ment.  There’s going out and attending CAPS 
[Chicago Alternative Policing Strategy] 
meetings and other community meetings. 
But there’s the more basic level of …  aware-
ness.  Awareness of local businesses and crime 
that’s been happening and what newspapers 
have been writing about your neighborhood.
How do you feel when you see some of 
the things, such as a restaurant violation 
or crime, in your neighborhood?
It’s good to know what’s happening 
around my house and it makes me feel more 
connected to my neighborhood. It makes 
me more invested in the community.
What kind of response have you gotten 
from people?
It’s been great so far and we’ve only been 
live for about a week. We’ve had dozens … 
of e-mails from residents and people all 
across the country and even across the 
world who’ve seen the site and have said a 
number of things, [including] “Please bring 
EveryBlock to our city” and “Wow, Chicago 
residents are so lucky to have this resource.” 
So we’re working on adding more data to 
the site and expanding to other cities.
What kind of criticism have you 
received, if any?
One criticism is that, especially the New 
York City version of the site, is that there’s 
so much data it can be overwhelming. We’re 
working on ways of streamlining the pages 
so the information isn’t as overwhelming. 
How did you get interested in making 
information easily accessible?
My background is in journalism and I went 
to J-school.  I originally wanted to be a news-
paper reporter.  Then I caught the web bug and 
started thinking it would be fun to tell stories 
with data instead of with words. I’ve been 
doing this sort of stu  since about 2001.
For more information, visit EveryBlock.com
bschlikerman@chroniclemail.com
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It’s no doggy daycare
by William O’Brian
Assistant City Beat Editor
DOg lOvers all over Chicago would give 
their canines, teeth that is, to have Of Mutts 
and Men in their neighborhood.
Of Mutts and Men, an indoor park for dogs 
and their owners at 2149 W. Belmont Ave., 
offers a myriad of activities for dogs and 
their owners. The Roscoe Village storefront 
has several areas and programs intended 
to give patrons options depending on their 
wants and needs.
With the snow that Chicago has suf-
fered  from in the first week of February, Of 
Mutts and Men is the only alternative many 
Roscoe Village residents have for exercising 
their dogs, said Carolyn Foy, dog owner and 
patron.
There is a wooden picket fence that would 
more commonly be seen in a suburban 
front yard, partitioning most of the large 
front room with people playing chess and 
socializing.  Some four-legged patrons take 
part in a barrier jumping exercise while 
others are chasing balls or responding to 
the commands of their owners.
“The enclosure affords owners a con-
trolled environment that does not exist 
in a city park or on the street,” said Elana 
Morgan, Of Mutts and Men owner. “People 
can leave their pet unattended [in the 
fenced area] or work on obedience, com-
mands and training.”
The dogs outnumber their two-legged 
counterparts by more than 2-to-1. Both man 
and beast are there with roughly the same 
desire to socialize, relax and have a good 
time.  This is one of the main features that 
attract Of Mutts and Men patrons, making 
the day pass of $3 per dog and $3 a day 
per person well worth the while.
“Owning and walking a dog is an inher-
ently social activity and this setting makes 
it even more so,” said Eva Sistrunk, owner 
of two Great Pyrenees. “The dogs get to play 
and socialize and I can hang out with them 
or I can go back and hang out with other 
owners.”
The back room has large sofas surround-
ing a glass coffee table with an array of mag-
azines and books that make for an intimate 
and comfortable space. The billiard room 
with cloth-covered bistro tables completes 
the back area, giving the customer a variety 
of activities and settings to choose from.       
“It’s almost as nice as being at home and 
much nicer than trying to walk outside in the 
snow and sleet,” said Jennifer Graves,  mother 
of two young boys and a dog owner.  “Kids and 
dogs can be a lot to handle, especially right 
now with the weather being so bad.”
Morgan said she came up with the idea for 
Of Mutts and Men five years ago because she 
was tired of trying to work with her 13 dogs 
in neighborhood parks only to have other 
peoples’ dogs jump up on her or interrupt 
her training regime, which she does profes-
sionally, and with her own animals.
In addition to Of Mutts and Men, pro-
prietor Morgan owns kennel and pet store 
Morgan’s Dogs, located directly across the 
street at 2146 W. Belmont Ave. Morgan has 
been in business for more than 25 years and 
has tried to implement her philosophy at 
both her kennel and at Of Mutts and Men.
At Of Mutts and Men, owners can 
drink, socialize while their dogs 
get to play
“Each dog is different and should be 
handled differently,” Morgan said. “This 
includes a varying mixture—depending 
on the individual needs of the animal—of 
mental, medicinal, disciplinary and dietary 
regimens combined with conventional 
approaches.”
Many of Morgan’s customers have confi-
dence with her abilities that they say makes 
all the difference.
“I wouldn’t board my dog with anyone 
else,” Sistrunk said. “This is no small thing. 
I can go out of town and leave my dog and 
not have to worry, which is invaluable. The 
alternative would be to not go [out of town], 
or be uncomfortable about where my dog 
is boarded.”
People take their pets very seriously and 
consider them members of the family and 
want them treated as such,   Morgan said. 
This can be seen in the growth the pet 
industry has enjoyed in the last decade. 
According to a survey done by the Ameri-
can Pet Products Manufacturers Associa-
tion, pet spending has more than doubled 
over the last 10 years, growing from $17 
billion in 1994 to more than $40 billion in 
2007. Some of the services that pet owners 
are paying big money for are everything 
from teeth cleaning to medical insurance 
and even chemotherapy. 
Morgan’s shop has access to one of Amer-
ica’s largest markets. Cook County has an 
estimated 2 million domesticated dogs, 
according to the Cook County Department 
of Animal Control. But are they willing to 
spend big bucks on their pets?
“Most of our customers are regular work-
ing people and many of them don’t have 
backyards, so I think this works out well 
for them,” said Serena Johnson, employee 
at Of Mutts and Men. “Our rates are com-
petitive and quite reasonable.”
wobrian@chroniclemail.com
Pax, the shorty bulldog, practices his jumps at of Mutts and Men, 2149 W. Belmont Ave., on Feb. 6.
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Original Cast
Recording On 800-NOW-AMEXRESTRICTIONS APPLY
GOLD CARD EVENTS
PREFERRED SEATING
“A SUPERCHARGED
KNOCKOUT!”
, 18 W. Monroe, Chicago
(312) 902-1400
JerseyBoysChicago.com
$25 RUSH SEATS DAY OF 
SHOW
AT BOX OFFICE OR ONLINE
– Chicago Sun-Times · floral bouquets
· chocolates
· cards
Mention this ad and receive  
a free rose with purchase.
Check us out online for special offers and 
delivery options.
designsbyrosa.com
Designs by Rosa, Inc.
Located behind the construction at:
140 S. Wabash Ave
(312)759-0607 · (800)841-5973
give heartfelt.
· teddy bears
· reed diffusers
· candles
Real Mexican Food. Real Prices. Late  Night Delivery
El Ranchito
2829 N. Milwaukee     (773) 227-1688
Sun-Thurs: 8am -2am
Fri. and Sat.:8am-5am
Music 7 days a week.
Mention this ad for: 
ALL DAY 99 cent margaritas (Dine in only)
Free Delivery to the Loop 
Buy one dinner at regular 
price and get a second dinner 
half off!
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Illinois voters say economy 
bigger worry than war
by John O’Connor
TwICe as many Illinoisans are worried about 
the economy as the Iraq war, surveys in the 
Feb. 5 primary show. But that’s no surprise 
to anti-war activists and voters who see the 
two issues as inseparable.
Half of Democrats and 43 percent of 
Republicans are most concerned about 
the nation’s economic outlook, according 
to exit polls conducted for The Associated 
Press and television networks. The war is 
most important to 27 percent of Democrats 
and one in five of Republicans—the same 
number as are most concerned about illegal 
immigration.
“College graduates can’t find a job, and 
when they do, it’s office work,” said Conor 
Scanlon, a 22-year-old DePaul University 
music student who voted for Democrat 
Barack Obama. “Most of my friends that 
recently graduated are waiting tables.”
It’s understandable that people whom 
the war hasn’t personally touched would 
be more aware of lighter pocketbooks. And 
it doesn’t discourage war opponents, who 
say more people are recognizing the war’s 
monetary drain.
“The underlying issue is the war,” said 
Sister Karen Nykiel of the Lisle-based Illi-
nois chapter of Pax Christi, a Catholic peace 
and justice group. “The economy is where 
it is because of the war.”
The American Friends Service Commit-
tee, a Quaker-backed peace movement, esti-
mates the U.S. has spent $1 trillion in Iraq 
through the end of last year.
“If you want to stimulate the economy, 
stop the war and spend that money domes-
tically,” Friends regional director Michael 
McConnell said.
The link between the two isn’t lost on 
voters.
“We have to get out of there. It is a huge 
financial burden,” said Megan Monaghan, 
a 23-year-old event planner for a Chicago 
nonprofit organization who voted for 
Democrat Hillary Clinton, a New York 
senator.  “I hope to see America going up 
from here.  We need money to implement 
programs for education, health care and 
the environment.”
Although it’s the uppermost in everyone’s 
minds, party affiliation determines how 
dismal the perception of the fiscal picture. 
Fifty-nine percent of GOP voters believe the 
state of the economy is not so good or poor; 
90 percent of Democrats do.
“The economy is failing because the lead-
ership has failed,” said 49-year-old  Stefanie 
McCoy, a former teacher in Charleston,  Ill., 
who voted for Obama.
Regardless of how they rank issues, Dem-
ocrats voted overwhelmingly for Obama. 
Arizona Sen. John McCain was the 
Republicans’ choice.
Thirty-seven percent of Republicans 
disapprove of the war; 59 percent of those 
chose McCain. Of the 62 percent of Repub-
licans who approve of the war, McCain and 
former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney, 
who suspended his campaign, were even.
“It looks like things are going pretty 
well now in Iraq,” said Lee Thompson, a 
finance officer for a motorcycle dealership 
who voted for Romney in Columbia, Mo.  “I 
think it’s coming along. We have to have a 
footprint in the Middle East.”
McCain and Romney split votes among 
the 19 percent of Republicans who listed 
illegal immigration as their No. 1 issue. For 
voters who worry most about terrorism (16 
percent), there was no clear winner among 
those two and former Arkansas Gov. Mike 
Huckabee.
Nineteen percent of Democrats said 
health care was the top matter.  That’s been 
Clinton’s issue for 15 years, but Obama won 
65 percent of the votes of those who are 
most concerned about it.
They include Willis Jackson, a 49-year-
old food inspector from Cairo, in southern 
Illinois.
Jackson said he has health insurance, but 
“in the area I live in, I’d say I’m the excep-
tion to the rule. People just can’t afford it.”
Results were from interviews of 1,181 
Democratic primary voters and 574 Republican 
primary voters conducted by Edison Media 
Research and Mitofsky International in 30 
precincts across Illinois on Feb. 5. Margin of 
sampling error was plus or minus 4 percentage 
points for the Democratic primary and 6 per-
centage points for the Republican primary.
AP
Iraq war loses priority in Feb. 5 election
Election volunteers assist a women who speaks only Farsi as voters fill out ballots at St. Josaphat’s Church, 
2311 N. Southport Ave., on the morning of Feb. 5. 
Andrew A. Nelles THE CHRONICLE
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The 2008 Paula Pfeffer & Cheryl Johnson-Odim 
POLITICAL CARTOON CONTEST 
The Department of Liberal Education & the Office of the Dean of Liberal Arts and Sciences in collaboration 
with the Columbia Chronicle, the Journalism Department, the Art & Design Department and the Film and 
Video Department announce
$ 350 first prize
$ 250 second prize
$ 150 third prize
Deadline for submissions:
 Thursday, March 20th
Send submissions to:
Political Cartoon Contest
c/o Teresa Prados-Torreira
Liberal Education Department
624 S. Michigan Ave., 900ª
Will be awarded in EACH OF THE TWO CATEGORIES, single panel and multiple 
panel cartoons. 
The six winning cartoons will be selected by a jury, which will include faculty from 
various departments, a student and a professional cartoonist.
Submitted cartoons must be drawn or printed on 8.5 x 11’’ white paper. Include 
name, address, phone and student ID number on back of entry.         
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More greedy than green
by Brett Marlow 
Assistant City Beat Editor 
Chicago is one of many cities worldwide 
pushing its green projects to the forefront. 
But what is also making its way to the 
forefront are corporate brands launching 
their own “green” items that will soon wind 
up on supermarket shelves. Tide is selling 
a line of products that a consumer would 
believe are completely green, but another 
major company has taken it a step farther.
Clorox, known for bleach-based products, 
will soon offer a line of green products 
called Green Works at big box retailers such 
as Wal-Mart in the coming months.
As a consumer and user of natural prod-
ucts, I’m glad Clorox recognizes this as 
a growing market and more people are 
becoming environmentally aware, but it’s 
still going to be producing all of its other 
conventional products. What’s the point 
in  buying from a company that’s not really 
green?
According to a recent blog on TreeHug-
ger.com, the brand was created to compete 
alongside Seventh Generation and the 
Method brand, natural and eco-friendly 
products that have been present in the 
marketplace for several years.
Clorox said the products are 99 percent 
natural, biodegradable and include ingre-
dients derived from coconut oil and lemon. 
According to a press release from the Clorox 
Company, the packaging of the products 
will be recyclable and the products aren’t 
tested on animals. Green Works would be 
Clorox’s only environmentally-friendly 
brand with five solutions ranging from 
toilet bowl to all-purpose cleaners.
According to TreeHugger.com, the ingre-
dients used in Clorox’s green products can 
be naturally derived; however, gathering 
coconut oil can harm natural rainforest 
habitats.
To make sure its products would be in 
demand and sell, Clorox did a little research 
of its own.
The sale of natural cleaners rose by 23 
percent from 2006 to 2007, according to an 
article in the San Francisco Chronicle. And 
Clorox’s own research showed consumers 
would be interested in buying green prod-
ucts.  So, is this venture a money-hungry 
one, or is there actual compassion for the 
earth behind these new products?
The company might be doing a good thing 
by making green products easily accessible. 
But the “put your money where your mouth 
is” test fails miserably here, as the money 
consumers are spending on its green line 
isn’t going toward an entirely eco-friendly 
company. Ever heard of lemon juice, vinegar 
and baking soda? Clorox isn’t doing any-
thing new,  but it seems, they want in on 
the marketplace, and my worry is this will 
take away from the other companies whose 
ethics really are concerned with helping 
the environment.
Rather than introducing a new glitzy 
green brand, retailers should help out the 
mom and pop companies. They have been 
around and were aware of toxic chemicals’ 
affects before global warming and eco-con-
sciousness became a popular issue. Give 
them credit before a corporate entity takes 
the glory.
It’s going to take more for Clorox, and 
any other company that launches a “line” 
of eco-friendly products to make a sig-
nificant impact on reducing the harmful 
effects products have on the environment. 
In my eyes, companies like this should step 
out of corporate process, own up and take 
responsibility for manufacturing and sell-
ing harmful chemicals. Instead of launch-
ing a new line, it should implement more 
friendly practices at its factories to make 
its aim seem more legit. It’s like offering a 
vegan a slice of pizza by taking off the meat 
toppings and cheese —the Clorox Company 
is missing the point.
bmarlow@chroniclemail.com 
Judges battle at the polls
A female election judge was placed in 
police custody Feb. 5 after assaulting anoth-
er female judge, according to police reports. 
Police responded to a battery in progress 
at the polling location in the Electricians 
Union Hall, 600 W. Washington Blvd. Upon 
arrival, a witness told police the 37-year-old 
judge had punched a 57-year-old co-judge 
in the face and head. It is unclear what the 
skirmish was about. 
Car left running
A Toyota Camry was stolen when an 
unsuspecting visitor from Mattson, Ill., 
went into a BP gas station, 1233 S. Wabash 
Ave., to pay for gas. The 36-year-old victim 
left the keys in the ignition and the motor 
running. When she came out of the gas sta-
tion, the car was gone. The suspect, said to 
be a male no more than 20 years old, wear-
ing a dark hooded jacket with dark jeans, 
had been loitering in and around the sta-
tion. The police hope to identify the male 
from surveillance images. The victim left 
her  wallet, credit cards and cell phone in 
the car, which the offender was brazen 
enough to answer when the police called 
the victim’s cell number.  
Stuck up in the elevator
Two teenage boys—ages 14 and 15—were 
robbed at gunpoint in an elevator in 2001 
S. Michigan Ave., according to police 
reports. The boys said the offender 
entered the elevator wearing a black shirt 
and black pants and nervously pointed a 
silver handgun at them, demanding their 
valuables. The offender made off with a 
cell phone and their wallets, which con-
tained less than $10 and then exited the 
elevator on the 2nd floor. Police searched 
the area, but did not find the offender.  
Lovers’ spat
Police officers responded to a bat-
tery call at 720 S. Michigan Ave. where 
a 35-year-old male reported he and his 
domestic partner engaged in a verbal dis-
pute that escalated into a physical con-
frontation, according to police reports. 
The 21-year-old male pushed the victim 
to the floor and then proceeded to spit 
and punch the victim’s face and throat, 
causing bruising and swelling. The 
offender then took a number of valuables 
from the victim, including his wallet, 
phone and black tuxedo.
OFF THE BLOTTER
The scissors will tell  
Police investigators have started 
asking hair stylists and barbers for help 
in catching the man who shot and killed 
five people and wounded another at the 
Lane Bryant store in Tinley Park on Feb. 
2, according to the Chicago Tribune. The 
shooter was described as 25 to 30 years 
old, clean-shaven and with three to five 
corn rows, one with four green beads on 
it. Tinley Park police commander Rick 
Bruno said they were asking shops that 
perform hair braiding to call the tip hot 
line if they recognize anyone who fit that 
description. Bruno said the police force 
has received more than 90 tips so far.
 
Chocolate dump   
A tanker truck carrying chocolate lost 
control and crashed on the Skyway Bridge 
near 7100 S. Chicago Ave. on Feb. 6, accord-
ing to the Chicago Sun-Times. The trailer 
detached from the truck and continued 
down the highway across opposite lanes, 
striking at least one vehicle and crashing 
through the guardrail. Inbound traffic 
was restricted and outbound lanes closed 
down, resulting in several cars becoming 
trapped until the crash was cleaned up. 
The tanker was leaking diesel fuel but the 
chocolate was fine. Three people suffered 
minor injuries, according to paramedics. 
Where will the dolphins go?
The Shedd Aquarium announced that 
it will close the Oceanarium marine 
mammal building for several months so 
the exhibits can be renovated and recre-
ated, according to the Chicago Tribune. 
The construction will start in September. 
Many of the animals will be moved to 
other zoos and aquariums until the con-
struction is completed. Aquarium officials 
were silent as to exact changes, but said 
the renovation was to “keep the Ocean-
arium a spectacular, state-of-the-art facil-
ity well into the 21st century.”
In Other News
Compiled by Chronicle staff with information provided by the Chicago Police Department
Scoop in the Loop
Eco-friendly products have already found their way onto supermarket shelves, but Clorox’s bleach-based 
brand is cashing on the green marketplace now, too. 
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Pool Noodle Smackdown
Tuesday @ 6:30 p.m.
Face off against other Chicagoans in a 
sword- ghting tournament … with pool 
noodles. Somewhere between the realm 
of traditional bracketed tournament, fenc-
ing and non-traditional, pool noodle-based 
rough-housing, the Pool Noodle Smack-
down is a unique and incredibly fun way 
to support the art scene in Chicago. Come 
for the fencing and fundraising, stay for 
the fun and potential win. Hits will be 
called by Richard Gilbert of R&D Chore-
ography and David Woolley.
(Doors 6:30) 7:30 p.m., 
Theatre Building Chicago,
1225 W. Belmont Ave.
(773) 880-0016
Tickets: $25 ($20 in advance)
‘Underworld, U.S.A.‘
7 p.m., Doc Films
1212 E. 59th St.
(773) 702-8574
Tickets: $5
Ice skating, dancing
7 p.m.–10 p.m., West Chatham Park
8223 S. Princeton Ave.
(312) 747-6998
Life Skills Workshops: 
Make Columbia Work for YOU!
Noon, Room 311
623 S. Wabash Ave.
(312) 344-8567
Artist Talk:
Barbara Hashimoto
7:30 p.m., Dubhne Carreno Gallery
1841 S. Halsted St.
(312) 666-3150
Cookies and Dirt, The Sharks, Marvin Tate, Snd 
on Snd
9 p.m., The Note (21+)
1565 N. Milwaukee Ave.
(773) 365-9000
Tickets: $5
The Loved Ones, The Gaslight Anthem, Arrivals, 
Hifi  Handgrenades
6 p.m., Reggie’s Rock Club (All ages)
2109 S. State St.
(312) 949-0121
Tickets: $10
No Love for Love
With Dan Savage
Monday @ 8 p.m.
Bitter? Sex got you down? Lack thereof? 
Maybe the problem is that your signi cant 
other just isn’t quite kinky enough for you. 
Ask Dan Savage, odds are good he’ll have 
an answer for you. Having made a name 
for himself with a weekly sex column, he 
occasionally has live appearances, which 
tend to fall somewhere between stand-
up comedy and informal question and 
answer sessions.
The Apollo Theatre
2540 N. Lincoln Ave.
Tickets: $20 (VIP $50)
(773) 935-6100
‘Rocky Horror Picture Show’
Friday and Saturday @ midnight
Ever seen a transvestite? Ever seen a transvestite do the splits? How about the 
Time Warp? Here’s your chance to see one, two or even all three in the same 
evening. This cult classic from 1975 is a must-see for any Columbia student. 
Brad and Janet, a pair of newlyweds,  nd themselves stranded in the middle of 
the woods when they notice a castle in the distance. They go seeking a phone 
and shelter from a storm and  nd the otherworldly transvestite Dr. Frank N. Furter 
hosting a convention. Kinkiness ensues. This showing will feature members of 
Midnight Madness, who will be singing, dancing and selling prop bags to use in 
time with the feature.
Music Box Theatre
3733 N. Southport Ave.
(773) 871-6604
Tickets: $10
Stereo Strikes Back, Man/DROID, Lautrec
8 p.m., Reggie’s Rock Club (18+)
2109 S. State St.
(312) 949-0121
Tickets: TBA
tuesday
monday
GET OUT
wednesday
thursday
friday
saturday
sunday
your weekly to-do list
    Feb. 11–17
Mr. Pitiful
Tuesday @ 8 p.m.
One of YouTube’s top ranking solo artists, 
Mr. Pitiful is quickly earning a name for 
himself in the Chicago area. This show 
will hearken back to his early days as a 
guy with an acoustic guitar and a helluva 
voice. More recently he’s been fronting a 
seven-piece full-on funk band. This live 
show will be worth your time; it should be 
the last show he plays without his backup 
band for a while, and it’ll be nice know-
ing some of your ticket price goes toward 
cancer awareness, too.
Gidgets Ga Ga opens
8 p.m., Reggie’s Rock Club (18+)
2019 S. State St.
Tickets: $8 ($6 in advance)
(312) 949-0121
Know about an upcoming event that other Columbia 
students should know about?
Give us a heads-up at:
SBaltrukonis@chroniclemail.com
C
MUSIC COLUMBIA MOVIE ART POLITICAL FREECELEBRITYFOOD READINGSPEAKER
Deejay Club Mass Meeting
6 p.m., Room 203
623 S. Wabash Ave.
(610) 451-7933
African Heritage Month Poetry Series: 
A tribute to Haki Madhubuti
12:30 p.m., C33 Gallery
33 E. Congress Parkway
(312) 344-7974
Do You Love Your Major? Or Just Like It?
12:30 p.m., Advising Center 
Conference Room 300
623 S. Wabash Ave.
(312) 344-8567
Conversations in the Arts Up Close With ... 
Dihann Carroll
3:30 p.m., Media Convergence Center
33 E. Congress Parkway, 2nd  oor
(312) 344-8673
Sonos De Mexico Esnemble Performance
8 p.m., Palmer House Hilton, Monroe Ballroom
17 E. Monroe St.
(312) 344-7563
Big Mouth Open Mic Series
7 p.m., Conaway Center
1104 S. Wabash Ave.
(312) 344-7188
My Bloody Valentine Dance Party
Featuring Hostage Juliet, 
Arch Visceral Parlor, Belmondos
8 p.m., Reggie’s Rock Club (18+)
2109 S. State St.
(312) 949-0121
Tickets: $10
Duets for my Valentine
8 p.m., Park West
322 E. Armitage Ave.
(773) 929-1322
Tickets: $35
CBMR Conference on Black Music Research
1 p.m.–5 p.m., Palmer House Hilton Hotel
17 E. Monroe St.
(312) 344-7563
For Columbia with Love: Let’s Talk About Sex
12:30 p.m., Residence Life conference room
731 S. Plymouth Court
(312) 344-8567
For Columbia With Love: Pamper Yourself Party
Free massages, fortune teller, henna tattoo art
12:30 p.m., Hokin Annex
623 S. Wabash Ave.
(312) 344-8567
Cinema Slapdown Round 8:
‘Superfl y’
7 p.m., Film Row Cinema 
1104 S. Wabash Ave.
(312) 344-6708
‘Labyrinth’
‘Rocky Horror Picture Show’ (see above)
Midnight, Music Box Theatre
3733 N. Southport Ave.
(773) 871-6604
Tickets: $10
The House That Gloria Vanderbilt, Prizzy Prizzy 
Please, Bi-Furious, Parsley Flakes
9 p.m., The Note (21+)
1565 N. Milwaukee Ave.
(773) 365-9000
Tickets: $5
Matthew Santos
7 p.m., Metro (18+)
3730 N. Clark St.
(773) 549-0203
Tickets: $11
Pegboy, Zero to Sixty, Architects, Vortis
7 p.m., Reggie’s Rock Club (All ages)
2109 S. State St.
(312) 949-0121
Tickets: $10
Comasoft, Femme Fatality, Perfect Kiss, 
Harmony of Lies
5 p.m., Reggie’s Rock Club (All ages)
2109 S. State St.
(312) 949-0121
Tickets: $8
Super Furry Animals, Times New Viking, Jeffrey 
Lewis
8 p.m., Metro (18+)
3730 N. Clark St.
(773) 549-0203
Tickets: $20
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
Red Bar’s Singles Night Out
Thursday @ 6:30 p.m.
Ask any single person what they think of 
Valentine’s Day, and you’ll get a universally 
acrid answer: “It singles out the singles!” 
If you’re still on a quest to meet that spe-
cial someone, Red Bar has just the thing 
for you. This new bar at the O’Hare Hyatt 
Regency is hosting a “Singles Night Out” in 
honor of Valentine’s Day. Mingle, enjoy free 
appetizers and dance the night away.
5 p.m.–1 a.m., Red Bar 
at Hyatt Regency O’Hare
9300 W. Bryn Mawr Ave.
(847) 696-1234
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